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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter; I come quickly: hold eet when 
which thou hast, that no one take thy crown.—Rev. 3: 


4. July 26 —The Pounds and the Talents... .. .« Luke 19: 11-27 
5. August 2.—The Triumphal Entry... ..... . Mark 11 i 1-11 
6. August 9 —The Barren Fig ‘I'ree and the Defiled 

Temple (lemperance Lesson). ...... Mark 11 : 12-33 
7. August 26 —The Wicked Husbandmen...... Matt. 21 : 33-46 
8 August 23.—The Wedding Feast ......... Matt. 22: 1-14 
o August 30. —A Day of Questions ........ Matt 22: 15-22 
10 September 6 —The Great Commandments . . . . Mark 12 : 28-44 


11 September 13 —The Ten Virgins ... .. . .. Matt 25: 1-13 
12. Sept 20.—The Judgment of the Nations . Matt. 25 : 31-46 
13. September 27.—Review : Jesus the Judge of Men 


The representative of a large publishing house said 
to a group of business men not long ago: ‘‘ The 
Sunday School Times brings us more business than 
. any other paper.’ That is because readers of this 
paper are using the advertising columns in the right 
Wway,—as a guide in buying needed supplies. The 
» Sunday School Times is glad whenever new testi- 
mony is added in rr of this noteworthy fact. 


Aliens 
By Anna Burnham Bryant 


HROUGH the wide gates the millions come, a 
vast and endless throng ; 
Their hearts are fashioned like our own for love 
and hope and song ; 
Their eyes, a-weary, droop with pain and loneliness, 
while we 
Forget how once, an alien band, our fathers crossed 
the sea. 


America, thy open gates were better barred—denied— 

If Love and Courtesy stand not as warders close be- 
side ; 

The children of the stranger? Nay, blood-brothers! 
—-what are we, 

But sons of brave, adventurous breed who crossed the 
bitter sea? 








“He Is Able” 

It is better that God shoul be able than that we 
should be able. God does not promise to make us 
able in and of ourselves ; he simply reminds us that 


he is able: and that is enough. He does not make 
us able; he does not want us to be able. For if we 
were, we should not need him; and he wants us to 
need him, for he has chosen to need us. Only as we 
are increasingly conscious of our need of him can he 
increasingly make known to us his love ; and thus our 
love for him will increase as he incessantly ‘first 
loves us.’” There is a closer bond of love between 
two persons each of whom needs the other than can 
ever exist between two persons who are wholly inde- 
pendent of each other. The only way in which we 
are made able—as we can be, moment by moment— 
is by remembering that God alone is able, and that 
he is putting himself in his omnipotence unreservedly 


at our disposal for the immediate and unbroken meet- 
ing of our every need. How much better it is to have 
God himself as our life, than to have the omnivotence 
of God without having him. 


KK 
When the Work Piles Up 


We can get any amount of work done by taking 
ita mement at a time. It is when we try to take it 
several moments at a time that it gets beyond us. A 
business man had a pile of work in front of him on 
his desk, and was ‘‘stewing around’’ over it, and 
saying how tremendously busy he was, when another 
man said to him, ‘*You're not busy; you’re only 
confused.’* Seeing and thinking about more than 
one thing at a time brings the confusion that multi- 
plies burdens and hinders the work, It is sometimes 
weil to clear our desk of everything except the one 
thing upon which we must be working; then to take 
up the next thing ; and so on until the day's work is 
done. Concentration routs confusion. Doing one 
thing at a time gets an amazingly large number of 
things done. 

XK 


“We're All Human” 

How much of a Saviour do we really think we 
have? Is he a Saviour who can always save, under 
all circumstances, from every known sin? Is he 
enough of a Saviour to save us even from the sin of 
distrusting his power? Why, then, do we sometimes 
say, in commenting upon this or that thought or word 
or act of ours which was not quite right, ‘‘Of course 
we're all human.’’ Most people mean, when they 
say that, that to be kept all the time from sinning is 
out of the question ; of course human beings must 
sometimes slip up,—that is their line of reasoning. 
Yet every one who makes that remark is, as has been 
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well said, discounting Christ's power. Indeed, it is 
to be questioned whether any one who says ‘‘ we're all 
human"’ has ever had the full vision of Christ's present 
power. The blessed fact is that we're no¢ all human, 
—not our Saviour. He is not subject to the weakness 
of humanity ; he is ready and able to save ; he is here 
with us now for that purpose. To save us a/ways is 
his mission ; and he does not fail in his mission. But 
if we reject his mission by unfaith, he does not force 
it upon us, May the fact of our supernatural and un- 
failing Saviour forever banish from our speech the 
thoughtless, apostate words ‘‘ we're all human." He 
is mighty to save, now and always, all of us who are 


human, 
a“ 


Come Home! 

There is no limit to the number of times that the 
Christian who has resisted God's grace may return to 
that grace, if he will. We are living in the age of 
grace; and that means undeserved and infinite mercy. 
Ten thousand deliberate, wilful failures in the life of 
the Christian come no nearer to exhausting God's in- 
finite mercy than does one such failure ; infinity is not 
measured by numbers. If you have failed so many 
times that it now seems utterly hopeless for you to 
hope for complete restoration, Satan is lying to you. 


** To-day the Father calls me, 

The Iloly Spirit waits, 

The blessed angels gather 
Around the heavenly gates : 

No questions will be asked me, 
How often I have come ; 

Although I oft have wandered, 
It is my Father’s home.”’ 


That is enough. You belong in your Father's home. 
Do not grieve him still more by refusing the love that 
is eager to restore you this moment. He will call the 
past as though it had never been. 
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Getting Used to the Grace of God 


HEN years ago Thomas Chalmers visited Oxford 
and was shown about the colleges, he turned to 
his guide, an Oxford man, and said: ‘* You 

have the finest machinery in the world and you don’t 
know how to use it.’’ Something like that must often 
be the feeling of every earnest and serious Christian 
man as he thinks of the great promises of Christ and 
the great assurances and the grand teachings of our 
faith, and then realizes how little he is doing with it 
all. Half the world is wondering why God does not do 
something which will set religion forward and change 
the face of human life, and the fact is that God has 
already done it and we know not how to make use of it. 

Great teachings, capable of transforming our lives 
to the uttermost, are at our hand every day of life, but 
they are so familiar that we have no idea of their 
power. The grace of God is a familiar sound, and we 
have let it become too familiar. Yet it is the one ele- 
ment in our lives which, once we begin to realize what 
it is, never can become familiar, but constitutes the 
surprise of all the rest of our days. 

It may be that many a Christian who is all satu- 
rated with the current perplexities of our time does 
not realize that the way out for him is in being freshly 
gripped by a sense of God's grace. When that be- 
comes merely a familiar hearsay in his life everything 
else is sure to become old and stale. When that ex- 
perience comes afresh then everything is new. 

Some one has said that grace is an experience in 
which a man never becomes interested until he is 
thirty years old ; that up to that time he feels that life 
is managed by his own efforts and aspirations, which 
produce their own rewards : then the failures and the 
faults and the sins begin to make him long for a little 


more than he deserves, and indeed a great deal more. 
Fortunately we may come to this point long before we 
are thirty. Whenever we reach it, we are willing to 
think seriously and perhaps eagerly about whether 
there may not be coming to us something that lies 
outside of calculation. And the strongest fiber in the 
Christian life is developed, not by’our trying hard, 
but by our discovery of the grace of God. 

A man whose relations with others had been of the 
average kind had the good fortune, almost accident- 
ally, to secure the notice and friendship of another 
man. The new-found friend, who had great capacity 
for friendship, took up the relationship with all the 
eagerness and interest that could be imagined. He 
began to do things for the one whom he had taken up 
which had never been done for him before. He sur- 
prised him with interest in him which he had never 
expected. At every turn he was planning something 
for the other's life or happiness, and opening up op- 
portunities for him. A few benefits and an occasional 
interest and a certain degree of friendship the recipi- 
ent of these attentions had experienced before. But 
the extent to which the new friend laid himself out 
upon him seemed to have nothing to explain it. He 
felt there was nothing in himself to explain it or de- 
serve it. And finally as it went on, and became set- 
tled and perpetual, he spoke out to the friend who 
had so taken the initiative with him and said: «I 
cannot understand why you treat me as you do and 
care forme as you do. I didn’t suppose there was 
such a person as you are in the world. I didn’t sup- 
pose there was any one in existence that could feel 
toward me the way you seem to and care for my in- 
terests as you do.’’ It was all so unlooked for ; there 
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seemed to be no reason for it ; and finally he just gave 
up looking for a reason and took the interest as it was, 
the best and most unexplainable thing in his life! 

No Christian has ever yet come into the full joy and 
power of his Christian life until he has felt toward his 
Master just that surprise which burst out of this be- 
friended man’s lips as, overcome with kindness, he 
said: ‘*I didn’t suppose there was a person in ex- 
istence who could feel toward me the way you have 
felt." This is the way Christ means to impress men 
about himself. 

A minister once had a parishioner of a too familiar 
sort who for years had made nothing but trouble for 
everybody, and had now for a long time singled out 
the minister as the object of his hostility. Through it 
all the minister acted as if nothing had happened, 
treated the man as if he deserved the very best, and 
laid himself out to bestow it upon him, Finally after 
some years of this experience the man came to his 
minister, utterly melted and broken down and aston- 
ished, and seizing his hand said over and over, with 
the tears running down his cheeks: ‘‘Oh! you have 
been so good to me, you have been so good to me! 
How could you have been so good to me?’’ He was 
awake at last to what had been going on all the time. 
And it took the greatest effort he had ever made to 
get used to it. After that the man’s life, action, and 
influence were all transformed. He had been expect- 
ing—as he had been deserving—the minister's hos- 
tility and aversion. He had been getting ready for 
the natural reaction of such an attitude as his own. 
But it never came, and he saw it was not going to 
come, either. So he sat down and faced this strange 
order of things until at last he-gave way, got used to 
it, and accepted it. 

We do not hear, to-day, a great deal about the grace 
of God, Of course everybody has heard the phrase, 
and has a conventional place for it in his religion. 
To a great many it doubtless seems some special and 
unusual power which appeared in the beginning of 
the Christian life to give it a good start, but could not 
be expected to continue after things were set upon a 
permanent basis. Laurence Oliphant said he thought 
of prayer as a power which had a place in the early 
stages of the spiritual life to help it get started, and 
was then removed after we had learned to use our 
powers. Men treat these great things like the plane 
which is used for a flying-machine to get its headway 
from, and which afterward has no office as the machine 
really gets into the air. But the grace of God és the 
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air. We make hard and painful endeavors to do 
something ourselves ; then finally we launch out upon 
the great perpetual and undeserved grace of God. 

Is the grace of God something which properly had 
a place in the beginning of our Christian lives? 
Something which we may use until we get our wings? 
It is something whose office becomes greater and 
whose supply becomes more imperative the farther 
we go. With each advancing year we have to use 
more ofit. It is not like a medicine which is to be 
given in gradually reduced quantities until it can be 
dispensed with altogether. It is something which, 
once used, you have tv use more of all the time or 
the effect is disastrous. As Paul told the Galatians, 
they could make nothing but a failure of the Chris- 
tian life if they began it with faith in the grace of 
Jesus Christ and then tried to end it with something 
exactly the opposite. 

Just here lies the secret of many disappointed, in- 
effective Christian lives. They remember gracious, 
refreshing days long ago when Christ seemed to love 
them freely, to help out their failures, and to do more 
than they deserved. But they feel that now it is time 
they either deserved his help or let it alone. They 
do not understand that now is only a time for more 
grace and of a more amazing kind. The grace which 
answered the boy's prayers when he prayed about his 
lessons, or for his help in his competitions, or for 
forgiveness when his conscience smote and distressed 
him, must be made to seem a very little thing com- 
pared with the grace which the grown man receives 
when, seeing the awfulness of his sins, he asks God 
for their pardon. His mistakes are more grievous 
than the boy's mistakes, and his only chance is that 
he shall be treated with a grace that far exceeds what 
the boy received. His boyish perplexities demanded 
what looks now like a very ordinary leniency com- 
pared with what the man has to ask. But the boy 
heart was right, and the man must ask for just what 
the boy did, only immensely more of the same kind. 

The grace of God is the forever incalculable ele- 
ment in the Christian life. When our religion is all 
cut and dried, and we think we know just what to ex- 
pect and no more, it comes into fuller revelation. 
Every soul loves the unexpected, and there is more of 
it for us than there ever was before. If there has 
been much grace shown us in the past, then the 
future must have even more of it or we fail. Great 
was that word of Horace Bushnell’s when he said that 
loving God was but letting God love us. 





Is This Man Inconsistent ? 

To be our brother's keeper does not mean that 
we are responsible for every detail in his life. Yet 
we are responsible for him in many ways. Where 
shall we draw the line? A reader in Prince Edward 
Island raises an interesting question that has made 
him ask himself whether he is inconsistent or not : 


I think that the oath that is used in our Canadian courts 
(‘tso help me God,"’ kissing the Bible, ete.) is forbidden in 
God's Word. 

‘*Ye have heard that it was said to them of old time, Thou 
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord 
thine oaths; but I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by 
the heaven, for it is the throne of God; nor by the earth, for 
it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is tue 
city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 
for thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your 
speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay ; and whatsoever is more than 
these is of the evil one'’ (Matt. 5 : 33-37). 

‘*But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by 
the heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath: but let 
your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; that ye fall not under 
judgment"’ (James § : 12). 

have several times refused to take an oath. Yet I vote to 
put men in offices who are compelled to take this oath many 
times in a day. 

Am I inconsistent ? 


If a man believes that public offices ought to be 
filled, and that‘it is his duty to help to put the right 
man into those offices, he must do his duty without 
assuming responsibility for all the details of choice 
and action that will face those office-holders as they 
take up their work. There may be a score of details 
coming into the life of a public official which, through 
his own fault or the fault of others, are not as they 
should be. For some of these the voter may have no 
direct responsibility. For others he may have a re- 
sponsibility. We must never forget that, while we 
live in a world in which men must choose and decide 
for themselves, there are many details in the lives of 
those with whom we necessarily work in one relation- 





ship or another that need not directly concern us, even 
though we would, if we could, have them different. 
The real question that in every case we must decide 
is as to whether the action we are about to take, which 
may affect the lives of others, is a right or a wrong 


action. If it is right, we may take it without fear. 
We are not responsible for all of its consequences. 
As for oath-taking, those who cannot conscientiously 
take an oath are often permitted to ‘‘affirm’’ instead 
of swearing to the matter under consideration, 
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Does Faith Guarantee Answered Prayei ? 

Faith seems to be one of the most powerful ac- 
tivities that God entrusts to men. Our Lord himself 
said, ‘* All things are possible to him that believeth.’’ 
What shall we understand this to mean in the matter 
of guaranteed answers to prayer? A Pennsylvania 
reader puts the question very directly in connection 
with physical healing : 

We have been having some heated arguments about faith 
cure, and I thought perhaps you could help us out. Of course 
we set aside Christian Science and all isms ; but just how far 
can we be cured by divine healing to-day? My friends say 
God will only hear and answer prayer for healing if it be his 
will, while I contend that he must recognize our faith every 
time if we have the right and sufficient faith, such as the Ca- 
naanitish woman whose dgughter was healed (Matt. 15 : 21-28). 
She had (as I heard one man say) commanding faith ; God 
had to recognize it. Ifso, must he not always recognize such 
faith ? 

God always recognizes the kind of faith that he asks 
us to have in him. But God does not guarantee to 
grant every request that is offered, even when the one 
who prays believes implicitly that it will be granted. 
For unless we have omniscience we cannot be sure 
that every request that we bring to God in prayer is 
best ; and faith comes in just here: ¢¢ entrusts the de- 
ctsion to God. Faith includes our unconditional sur- 


‘ richest parts of God's love to us. 
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render to the will of God, while it also includes our 
recognition that God's faithfulness will do for us all 
that is needed and all that we cannot do for ourselves. 

God is not so cruel as to place in our hands a power 
that would mean our securing of everything that we 
might ask for ‘‘in good faith’’ ; for we might be sadly 
injured if some of those things were given to us. There- 
fore the right sort uf prayer subjects the one who prays 
to the will of God for God's decision. In physical 
healing, as in all else, God will and does work such 
healing supernaturally, in answer to the prayer of faith 
(or submission to God's will while claiming God's 
power), when God knows that such healing is best. 
There are times when God knows that illness is better 
than healing ; and at such times it is a blessing indeed 
that we have no guarantee of being healed merely 
because we ask in entire confidence that the heal- 
ing will be granted. God indeed sometimes grants 
unwise or unworthy requests in order to teach his 
children a lesson that is needed. But we may thank- 
fully believe that such discipline is unusual, and that 
his usual way is to withhold the things that would 
harm us, even though we ask for them in sincerity. 
There are other times when God has made plain to us, 
through the Scripture or otherwise, that a certain pe- 
tition is according to his will, and that we are to claim 
the answer without any uncertainty. Then he would 
have us use all boldness in what may be called ‘‘com- 
manding prayer,’’—commanding because he has first 
laid the command upon us to do so. The blessing of 
blessings is the fact that his wonderful will is back of 
it all, and that faith, of the sort that he asks us to 
show in him, gladly commits everything to him, and 
rejoices just as much in his withholding as ‘in his 


granting. 
x 
“And at Last Save Us” - 


When do we get our salvation? How long do we 
need to continue to pray for it? A Colorado reader 
asks a question about a phrase often heard in prayer 
which calls for a clear answer. He writes: 

Is it scriptural to pray, ‘‘and at last save us"’? I have been 
a Christian thirty-four years, but I could never pray, ‘‘ and at 
last save us,'’ because | know by God's Word that I am saved 
now. For Jesus said, ‘‘He that believeth on the Son ath 
eternal life.” 

When God puts a thing into the present tense, we 
lose a great blessing by putting it into the future. 
And the present tenses of the Bible are among the 
God does not want 
us to keep on praying for salvation: he wants us, 
having taken it by believing on Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour, to praise him for it, but not to keep asking 
for that which is already given and received. It isa 
strangely thoughtless practise that many good Chris- 
tians have,—that of concluding a prayer with the 
petition, ‘‘and at last save us." We would not treat 
a human friend that way. We do not ask our friends 
to give us that which they have already given us. 
Here is the pledge, from our Lord himself, that the 
salvation of those who believe on him is a completed, 
finished thing: ‘* Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that heareth my word, and believeth him that sent 
me, Aath eternal life, and cometh not into judgment, 
but hath passed out of death into life’’ (John 5 : 24). 
Again God says to us through the apostle John (1 John 
5 : 13), ‘* These things have I written unto you, that 
ye may know that ye Aave eternal life, even unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God.’ May 
God help us all to praise him as we never yet have 
praised him for the overwhelming and infinite bless- 
ings which are mow oursin Christ. ‘‘He Aath blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 
in Christ.’’ There is, of course, an unfolding of bless- 
ings which is yet to come; but salvation from the 
penalty and the power of our sins is not one of these. 
A better close to our prayers than ‘‘at last save us’’ 
would be, ‘‘for our wonderful salvation, given to us 
in Jesus Christ our life, we praise thee.”’ 


Sa pt 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, make us glad, as thou art. How can we be vexed 
and distraught when we have thee? Our trouble is that 
we do not have thee. We leave thee out of so much of 

our lives! We snatch greedily at the smallest gifts from thy 
fingers, but ignore thyself. How this must grieve thy loving 
heart! Father, forgive us ; and work ourcure. Do not leave 
us victims of a folly so insane, and of poverty and pain so wan- 
ton. Infuse thy Spirit into our breasts. Open our lives to the 
utter madness of a life cut off from thee, and left the prey of 
giddy folly or thorny hate. Make us hungry for great things. 
Infect us with thine own nobility and holiness. No longer let 
us crawl and cringe—mere paupers, pensioners, victims of 
gloom and dread and greed. Lead us into the splendors of 
trust and love and hope, and into the joy of doing good. Gra- 
cious Saviour, take full possession of us ! 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 20 (Matt. 25 : 31-46) 
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MCKENNA’S KID 





By Marion Mallette Thornton 


How Judge Allen’s irregular 


sentence worked 








y 





6s ELL, my lad, what have you been doing !"' 
It had been a long morning's work, and 
this was the next to the last case on the 
docket ; but there was a kindly note in the Judge's 
voice as he leaned toward the youthful offender who 
stood before him, digging his bare toes into the dust 
of the police court floor. 

‘«] wasn’t doing nothing,’’ stammered the boy, de- 
fiance struggling manfully with the tears that were cut- 
ting a gray path through the dirt upon his grimy 
cheeks. He was a forlorn, ragged little fellow, piti- 
fully small to be found in such a place, and the Proba- 
tion Officer instinctively drew a step nearer as the big 
policeman broke in with rough indifference : 

‘‘Stealin’ apples, your Honor, off an old woman's 
cart. There's no use in him denyin’ it."’ 

‘«Tell me about it, my boy,’’ the Judge persisted 
gently. ‘* Why did you take apples that did not be- 
long to you?”’ 

“‘I was hungry,’’ sobbed the boy, ‘‘I hadn't had 
nothin’ all day, and I only took two, any how.’’ 

‘« Was it the first time ?’’ 

‘«Ye—no,'’ the Judge’s eyes seemed literally to 
draw out the truth, ‘‘I been hungry before.'’ 

‘« Didn't you know it was wrong ?’’ 

«‘Yes'r, but I was hungry,’’ repeated the boy ob- 
stinately. ‘I ain't never took nothing except things 
to eat. Maybe you ain’t never been hungry, Jedge."’ 

«« The Judge's eyes grew reminiscent. ‘‘ Yes," he 
said gently, ‘‘I have been hungry. Who takes care 
of you, my lad? Where is your home?"’ 

‘*Ain’t got none,’’ responded the boy promptly, 
««T take care o’ myself, and I sleep on old Mag’s floor 
when I got the cash.’’ 

The Probation Officer sighed and began casting 
about in his mind as to what he should do with the 
new responsibility which experience told him would 
shortly be thrust upon him. 

McKenna was leaning forward listening, too, quite 
forgetting for the moment that he was the next case, 
with an uncertain judgment awaiting him. It was 
not so many years since he had been a boy, and some- 
thing in the manly little figure was tugging at chords 
within him not often touched: He knew what it was 
to take care of himself and to stand at bay before his 
accusers, 

It is probable, however, that he had never, through- 
out his career, been talked to in the way Judge Allen 
spoke to this lad for the next few minutes. Perhaps 
if he had he, too, might at its end have given a cov- 
enanting hand and promised solemnly to mend his 
ways. It is even possible that he might have kept his 
word, 


T ALL events it was with a shrug of genuine re- 
lief that he saw the small prisoner released and 
turned over to the Probation Officer. And then 

an idea was born in his mind, 

He was still wrestling with it when his name was 
called. The Judge's face was stern again as he looked 
into McKenna's bold black eyes and heard the famil- 
iar charge, ‘‘ drunk and disorderly."’ 

‘« The third time in the last six months,’’ he said, 
‘« Where is this going to end, McKenna ?”’ 

The idea sprang to McKenna’s lips. ‘It'll end 
right now, your Honor, if you'll let me take the Kid 
yonder and look out for him.’’ 

The Judge gasped ; ‘* You !”’ 

‘*Me, your Honor,’’ repeated McKenna firmly, 
‘*who else is there? You've beer. giving him the 
rules ; who's going to give him the chance at keepin’ 
"em? I ain’t no angel, I deserve the thirty days 
you’ ve got up your sleeve for me, but what's the use? 
I ain't no good to anybody up there, and I swear to 
you, Judge,’’ he lifted his right hand solemnly, ‘if 
you'll give me the Kid, I'll keep him and myself 
straight or die tryin’.’’ 

If there was one quality above another which made 
John Allen a successful lawyer it was his ability to 
read men. For a single moment he sat peering into 
the soul of this young fellow, this dark-browed, strong- 
featured son of the city ; and then he gave his verdict. 

‘«T will take you at your word, McKenna. Captain 
Chase will arrange with you about reports from the boy. 
You ure at liberty."’ 

Whatever doubts may have assailed the Probation 


Officer—also a reader of men, from long years on the 
sea—they receded before the subtle change which had 
descended upon McKenna when he turned from the 
desk. 

Captain Chase held out his hand; ‘I'm glad to 
know you, Mr. McKenna,”’ he said sincerely, ‘‘I hope 
we shall be friends.’’ 

«* There's no reason why not,’’ McKenna answered, 
gripping the hand with bone-crushing cordiality. 
‘*We're going to make good, the Kid and me, aren't 
we, Kiddy ?’’ a smile of incredible sweetness played 
across his face. ‘It's you and me for each other 
now. Will you go with me?’’ 

For answer the child crushed his battered cap down 
over his tumbled curly hair, gave a hitch to his ragged 
trousers, and sidled into McKenna’ s outstretched arms, 

It was not exactly a palatial apartment, the cheap 
boarding-house room to which McKenna took the Kid, 
but it was many leagues in advance of cold Mag’s floor ; 
and the hot, plentiful supper in the restaurant below 
left no place for hunger in either of them. McKenna 
knew, moreover, that he would soon be able to im- 
prove upon it and to takea sufficient care of his charge, 
for he was a good wage-earner when he was sober. 

Before they slept that night he set the Kid up on the 
edge of the table and stood facing him while he laid 
down the planks of their future platform. 


s E’ RE on our honor to make good, you and 


me, Kiddy, and we got to help each other do 

it. I'll earn the money for the outfit and 
you got to go to school and learn to besomebody, It'll 
be an equal division of labor. After school you can 
sell papers to keep you out of mischief if you want to, 
or you needn't, just as you like. We're pardners and 
we'll have a good time in our own way, but we'll keep 
out of the saloons and we won't touch nothing that be- 
longs to anybody else, not a single or'nery thing, 
Kiddy. We'll be on the strict square, or we'll bust 
the biler tryin’ for it. Is it a go?’’ 

The Kid returned his searching gaze with one equally 
direct. 

‘«Sure !'’ he promised briefly, and then, his child- 
ish heart full to bursting with new-born wonder and 
adoration : ‘‘Say, you could walk on me an’ I wouldn’t 
care !"" 

McKenna gripped a tender arm about his shoulders. 

‘« There ain’t going to be no walking on in this es- 
tablishment. We're pardners, Kiddy, pardners.’’ 

In the days that followed great content settled upon 
them both. The boy entered school, classed among 
much smaller boys, but caring little for that, and 
McKegna worked as never before. Daily he foughta 
winning fight against his appetite, nightly the thought 
of the Kid waiting at home drew him past the alluring 
doors behind which lay downfall and disgrace. 

Weeks grew into months. The Probation Officer 
dropped in occasionally fora friendly call and each 
time found them in better shape, with something new 
to show him. McKenna, who had a genius for car- 
pentry, had fitted a shelf in the corner for the boy's 
school-books. Later, he had bought a few additional 
volumes, stories that the child had become acquainted 
with at school or those that were recommended at the 
book-stores. Or, lest too much learning should pall, 
they had purchased a checker-board and were deep 
in the mysteries of the game. Presently they exchanged 
the cheap boarding-house apartment for a larger and 
better one, with a bath attached where the boy could 
splash to his heart’s content. All these things filled 
them with increasing satisfaction, and Captain Chase 
was almost equally pleased. 


=r was happier than ever before in his 
life. .The joy of freedom possessed him. 
They were making good. Rarely did he feel 
the drawing of the old ways, and the boy was growing 
up as straight as a string, physically and morally. 
Every evening when they sat down together McKenna 
demanded an account of the day's doings, according 
to some dim hidden ideal within him of what a father 
—a real, traditional father, rather than any living ex- 
ample he had ever known—might do. 

‘«It's been all on the square, Kiddy ?'’ he would 
ask as a grand finale, and the boy would answer, with 
unflinching eyes, ‘‘It has, Mac, sure !"’ 

Six long contented months passed in this fashion, 


and then, suddenly, out of a clear sky, the blackness 
of darkness fell. 

It had been a trying day at the shop ; one of those 
days of humid, enervating heat that take the energy 
and ambition out of aman, Even the remembrance 
of the Kid did not suffice to hasten McKenna’s lag- 
ging footsteps on his homeward way. The door of the 
Palace Lunch Room swung invitingly open as he 
neared it, and he heard the cool clink of ice against 
a glass, but he would still have passed in safety had 
the man who stepped out upon the sidewalk been 
other than O'Shaughnessy, big Tim O'Shaughnessy, 
whom he had not laid eyes upon for two years and 
who started toward him with glad welcoming hand 
and hearty voice. 


a ELL, if it ain't little Mac, on the life of me! 
An’ how's the world wagging with you, 
Mac, me boy? It's proud I am to see you 
again! Ye're doing well these days?'’ 

‘*Oh, yes," McKenna assured him, he was doing 
well. For reasons best known to himself he did not 
mention the Kid, but he was doing well and glad to 
see an old friend, 

‘«Come in and have something,’’ O'Shaughnessy 
urged. ‘‘It'll cool your blood an’ warm your heart."’ 

McKenna shook his head, ‘* I’ve cut it out.’’ 

««Sure!’’ grinned O'Shaughnessy, ‘‘so’'ve I—fer 
the always; it’s only fer the now an’ thin I take a sip. 
Come on, me boy, or I'll be thinking ye’ re too set-up 
to drink with them ye knew in the old times, One 
glass’ ll not harm ye—for friendship’s sake."’ 

And McKenna, taken on his weakest side, the side 
of his warm, loyal Irish heart, yielded. 

It was the work of a few moments, O'Shaugh- 
nessy drank his glass and another in return, and went 
his way, a trifle more genial and friendly, but appar- 
ently little the worse; but for McKenna the fires of 
hell were lighted. 

In the wee small hours they took him home 
laid him upon his bed, and the noonday sun 
shining brightly when he opened his heavy eyes 
looked into the Kid’s as the boy crouched upon 
floor close beside him. 

Never to his dying day would McKenna forget the 
expression he saw in those weary, childish eyes. No 
reproach was there, only love and grief, mingled with 
a sort of dumb, wistful terror. . 

McKenna stared dully, the awful truth forcing itself 
upon his slowly clearing brain. He had been—the 
silence became unbearable. 

‘*] was—did I—?’’ he faltered, and could get 
no further. The Kid nodded sorrowfully, his lips 
quivering. McKenna rolled over and buried his face 
in the pillow to shut out the sight, his body shaken by 
dry, strangling sobs. 
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N AN instant a pair of eager arms were about his 
neck. ‘*Oh, Mac, dear Mac, don’t!’’ the boy 
cried chokingly. ‘You didn’t mean to! You 

couldn’t help it or you wouldn't. You won't ever 
again, you won't!’’ 

They seemed suddenly to have changed places, the 
strong man and the child. With his head on the 
boy’s shoulder, McKenna sobbed out his story and 
his repentance, and with tender, forgiving words the 
Kid soothed and comforted him. At last the storm 
passed and he could get up, weak and shaken, but 
quiet, and go about preparing the food of which they 
both stood greatly in need, neither of them having 
eaten since the middle of the day before. 

It was a strange afternoon. Too late for either work 
or school, the two tried, each for the sake of the other, 
to occupy themselves with the things they usually 
found so attractive, but books and conversation fiagged. 
Over them both hung not only the sadness of the 
night before, but a haunting dread of the days to 
come. The terror was driven resolutely far back in 
the Kid's eyes, but it was there. McKenna saw it, 
and it was but the reflection of the terror in his own 
heart, —a sense of futility and helplessness such as he 
had never known. 
‘«It's no use!’’ he finally burst out, stopping in 
the midst of a restless pacing about the room. ‘I 
thought I could do it, but I can’t. I thought I was 
strong, but I'm weak as dish-water. It’s no use, Kid- 
die, I can't do it.”’ 
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The boy sprang up and stood beside him, his small 
face flaming. ‘* You can, I say!’’ he cried, stamping 
his foot. ‘*You can! You got to make good, Mac, 
you said so, Who's a-goin’ to take care of me if you 
don't? You just got to, Mac!"’ 

McKenna, staring at him, slowly straightened and 
squared his shoulders, 

‘‘You're right, Kiddie, I got to,’’ he repeated 
quietly. ‘* There must be a way,—I got to!’’ 

The Probation Officer sat cosily reading. A driz- 
zling rain had set in with the evening, and he was 
glad to enjoy the comfort of his own fireside, a privi- 
lege not often vouchsafed him. He had not gone 
very deep into the evening paper, however, when the 
bell rang sharply. Answering it himself, he was sur- 
prised to find McKenna standing at the door,—a 
dreary, dogged McKenna, quite different from the 
man he had seen a few days before. 

‘‘Anything wrong?’’ the Captain's voice was 
anxious as he drew his visitor into the warmth and 
light. ‘*The Kid—?" 

‘« The Kid's all right,’’ growled McKenna, ‘‘ straight 
as a string. Wish I could say the same. Look-a- 
here, Cap'n,’’ he flung up his head sharply, ‘‘some- 
thing's got to be done. I was drunk last night, — 
drunk, do you understand ?”’ 

‘«Yes,'’ said the Captain sadly, ‘‘ 1 understand."’ 

‘An’ me taking care of the Kid,—cave of him! I 
tell you, Cap'n, I'd ought to have somebody to take 
care of me. You know anybody that’s big enough to 
do it? If I could go down like that after six inonths, 
how'm I ever going to feel safe?’’ The bitterness in 
his voice took on a despairing note. ‘‘I—I've lost 
my grip, Cap'n, but I got to keep on fighting for the 
Kid's sake. What am I going to do?”’ 

The Captain moved uneasily in his seat. It was 
never easy for him to speak of the things that lay 
nearest his heart, and he knew he must. 


" UNDERSTAND,"’ he said again, hesitatingly, 
‘¢you’ve got to keep on, for the Kid’s sake 
and for your own, and you haven't the power. 

I know how you feel, McKenna, I've been there— 

years ago—but I found Someone that was big enough 

to keep me straight. He's been doing it ever since, 
and He'll do it for you if you want Him to,’ 

McKenna clutched the arms of his chair. 
is he ?’’ he demanded, 

‘« Jesus Christ,’’ the Captain answered softly. 

Mc Kenna sank back in blank disappointment. 
‘¢T thought you meant something real.”’ 

Then the Probation Officer stiffened to his work. 
Earnestly and forcibly, his diffidence forgotten, he 
preached the Gospel to this ignorant, starving soul, 
until Christ stood out before him, the greatest Reality 
in the universe ;a living, loving, personal Friend, 
ready and able to do for him all that he could not do 
for himself. 

It was very new to Mc Kenna, and he grasped it 
with eager, child-like simplicity. 

‘¢ That's what I was after,’’ hedeclared emphatically, 
‘¢only I didn’t know there was anybody like it. Queer 
nobody ever told me! You're acquainted, Cap'n ; 
will you ask Him to take me on? Like He did you?”’ 

The Captain’s prayer was such as he had never 
known was in his own soul. It seemed to push away 
all barriers and make a heavenly Presence well-nigh 
visible ; and at its close Mc Kenna spoke, as to one 
who stood at his hand : 

‘« Jesus Christ, he’s told you all there is to tell, but 
I want to speak to you myself. You know I got to 
take care of the Kid, and I ain’t fit. I can’t take 
care of myself ; I got to tie to someone that's bigger 
than me or go under ; and now I know about you I'd 
rather it would be you than any one elseif there was 
any one. I ain't any good, but if you'll take me on 
and back me I'll try my levelest to play the game 
straight, and if there's any earthly thing you want me 
to do I'll make a try at it, I will, honest. Amen.,”’ 

The Kid was asleep when Mc Kenna reached home, 
but as his partner bent over him an instant he opened 
his eyes and murmured drowsily ; ‘* You can, Mac ; 
you got to!”’ 

Mc Kenna ran his hand gently over the tumbled 
hair, his dark face lit by asplendid hope and courage. 
‘You're right, Kiddy,’’ he said simply, ‘‘I can, I'm 
going to.”’ 

It was upon a day nearly a year after Judge Allen 
had handed down his somewhat irregular decision 
that he met upon the street the two most directly con- 
cerned in it. Possibly he might not have recognized 
them in the handsome, stalwart young fellow, striding 
purposefully along with a sturdy, bright-faced boy at 
his side, had not Mc Kenna stopped in front of him 
and held out his hand. ‘There's a bit of thanks 
coming to you, your Honor, and I reckon now's my 
chance to deliver it. You did a good job for me 
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when you gave me the Kid heré, and I want you to 
know it."’ 

‘‘Well, well,’’ the Judge recovered from his sur- 
prise and shook hands heartily; ‘‘I'm glad to hear 
it, glad to hear it. So you're making good, you and 
the boy ?’’ 

‘*We are, Judge,"” Mc Kenna nodded gravely. 
‘We're making good, me and the Kid—and Him."’ 

‘‘And him?’’ Judge Allen glanced vaguely about, 
but there was no one else in sight. 

‘‘And Him,’’ Mc Kenna repeated reverently. You 
see, there’s three in the partnership now, me and the 
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Kid and the Lord Jesus Christ. It would have been 
a dead failure without Him, but together we're win- 
ning out.’’ 

The Judge turned to gaze after them as they presently 
swung off down the street, heads up, the joy of life in 
every motion. 

‘‘And Him !’’ he repeated under his breath. He 
was by no means a religious man, but as he looked 
and remembered, a sudden deep conviction swept 
over him. 

‘¢ It works !’’ he said quietly to himself. 

DANnBuRY CONN. 
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What a State convention did for a mission Sunday- 
q school and for the girl who was its first delegate 
\ 





When Christine Went to the Cennaaiins | 





By Mary Louisa Butler 4 





E HAD been discussing plans for the coming 
state convention when one of our group turning 
suddenly to Mrs. Sanford asked ; ‘* What did 

you get out of the state convention last year?’’ Mrs, 
Sanford, hesitating a moment, finally said : ‘‘ Your 
question really ought to be ; ‘What did Christine get 
out of the convention ?’ 

‘You don’t know about Christine? Hers is a life- 
history one does not meet every day and yet, after all, 
it is only the story of a quiet everyday life in a very 
small corner of our great metropolis, She was born 
here eighteen years ago. Her parents, having been 
in this country long enough to appreciate the advan- 
tages found in our public institutions, placed the child 
in school as soon as she was old enough, where she 
remained until all the grammar grades had been passed. 
Then the school-days ended, and Christine took her 
place in the great army of youthful wage-earners to 
help support the numerous brothers and sisters. 

‘*In the meantime, before this stage in her educa- 
tion was reached, a mission Sunday-school had been 
organized in a building near her home and she became 
one of the first pupils. Through the efforts of a con- 
secrated teacher, and her own faithful study and 
attendance, the Bible soon became a joy and delight 
leading her eventually to Christ as:her Saviour. 

‘As a wage-earner a new life began. The father’s 
home was exchanged for another, duties were regular 
and exacting, and vacations almost if not quite un- 
known. Young though she was, no duty was ever 
shirked, and only a very small portion of the wages 
kept for herown use. However, through all this busy 
routine she was ever loyal to Christ and her Sunday- 
school, and so one day, at the earnest request of the 
superintendent, she took her place as teacher of a class 
of girls just entering their teens. Making the most 
of her limited time and opportunities for study, she 
brought God’s Word to this class in such a way as to 
hold attention and arouse interest in Bible study to an 
unusual degree with girls of this age. This, in brief, 
is her history up to the week preceding the State 
Sunday-school convention of last year. 

‘¢For the first time in its history the school said : 
‘We'll send a delegate,’ and very quickly the choice 
fell upon Christine. Could she go? Would she if 
she could? Never having had a vacation, leave of ab- 
sence was soon granted and Christine signified her 
willingness to go, but not alone. 

‘« Immediately some one said : ‘ Mrs, Sanford from 
the mother church is going, and she is just the one 
for a chaperone.’ 


= i ioe evening a committee called to see if I 
would accept the charge. Of course I said 
yes, but little did I know what this meant. 

The day came and we started. We were not ten 

miles out of the city before Christine began asking : 

‘What is that growing in the field? What bird is 

that, etc, etc. ?’ She had never before had a glimpse 

of the country, and her entire knowledge of things in 
the fields and of-animals on the farm was confined 
to such limited imformation as she had secured from 
books. So when she saw these things, really alive and 
moving, it was a great revelation to this child at my 
side whose entire physical life had been bounded by 

a few blocks in a thickly settled part of our city. 

She didn’t know—neither did I—how starved she was 

until all these glories of the country, so familiar to us, 

were revealed to her soul. But our Father knew ! 
‘««Our destination reached, we were providentially sent 

for entertainment to a house surrounded on all sides 

by ample lawns just in the full glory of June verdure, 

with flowering plants ready to burst into blessom, a 

place where robins and other singing birds loved to 


come, too, Imagine, if you can, this girl’s feelings 
when she fully realized that for three whole days this 
was to be her home! ‘The presiding genius of this 
home proved to be one of God's own children, and 
when I had privately told her all and more than I 
have told you she said: ‘Let me also help to reveal 
our Father's handiwork to Christine !’ 

‘*But what of the convention itself? Here was 
another revelation, and not one minute of it would 
Christine lose. After the first session, with a face the 
picture of despair, she said : ‘ How am I ever going to 
report it all? Our teachers know nothing of this great 
feast and I want to carry them every word.’ I gave 
her a few suggestions about taking notes, and told her 
not to try to carry all, but to get what she could and 
give to her school the things that meant most to her. 
Morning, noon, and night the son of our hostess or 
some other member of the family was ready with horse 
and carriage for short drives or long ones, as time per- 
mitted, to take her outside the town where birds weré 
singing, bees humming, brooks merrily rippling on 
their way, and all nature seemed intent on filling to 
the full this soul that had been unconsciously yearning 
for such scenes, It was marvelous to see the spiritual 
growth in the three days. The small note-book was full 
from cover to cover, with extra leaves interspersed. 


‘¢ T CAN scarcely tell what 7 got out of the conven- 
tion, for I said to myself after the first morning's 
session ;: ‘ Mrs. Sanford, you’ ve been to conven- 

tions and conventions, and, like Madame Blank who 

recently went abroad, ‘been fillin’ up and fillin’ 
up,’’ and now it seems very evident that your business 
here is just to help this dear girl whom God has put 
in your care to the food that she knows not how to 
get.” To this end I gave myself wholly and entirely, 

‘*On Christine's return a special teachers’ -meeting 
was arranged to hear her report. From the printed 
program she was able to outline briefly the entire pro- 
ceedings before entering into an analysis of any special 
part. No attempt was made to explain new methods 
or describe new devices for presenting Bible truths, 

To that she had not yet attained, but she was deeply 

moved by the greatness of the work and the vastness 

of the field of labor represented at this state meeting. 

She talked of the music, and the spiritual uplift it was 

to have been one of such a vast assemblage of Sunday- 

school workers. No reference was made at this time 
to what had come into her life outside of the con- 
vention proper, but as her hearers looked into her 
face and listened to her words, while she told of the 
work reported from different parts of the state, of the 
Normal Bible Study and Home Department, and of the 
possibilities for their own school in these things, they 
felt that she had been on the mount of privilege and 
was bringing live coals direct from the Lord's altar. 
‘Some months later one of the officers who listened 
at this time testified that this convention had meant 
just now two things to their school. First, a deepened 
interest in Bible study, leading to real spiritual growth, 

The greatness of spiritual growth had been so manifest 

in Christine, together with the intense earnestness and 

enthusiasm for her own class work, that it seemed to 
extend not only through the entire school but into the 

Christian Endeavor Society, where she was an active 

member. Second, such interest had been aroused in 

convention work that the unaminous feeling was that 

a delegate should be sent every year. Then, aside 

from what it did for the school, it raised one life toa 

plane where it must go on expanding, radiating and 
reflecting Christ's power, if it is ever satisfied. Chris- 
tine’s life can never be what it was before she went 
to the State Sunday-school convention.”’ 

CHICAGO. 
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How Laymen Can Learn to Speak in Public 


Must a Christian worker have a ‘‘ special gift’’ if he would speak before an audience ? 





By George G. Wallace 





N ARTICLE that! once read, by Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull, ‘*From Forecastle to Forum,'’ in The 
Sunday School Times, was full of suggestion to 

any one seeking success as a public speaker. It was 
an interesting account of a famous speaker of the last 
generation, Richard H. Dana, Jr., and showed what 
may be accomplished in mental training, and the 
triumph that one may finally reach who gains con- 
trol over his habits of thought and expression. 

But Mr. Dana's experience, while it must have 
inspired new desire and purpose in the hearts of profes- 
sional public speakers, and may have given many a hint 
as well to the beginner and to him who is only occa- 
sionally called to express himself before an audience, 
must have been disheartening to a great host of lay- 
men who hope for some attainment in the art of ex- 
pressing themselves in public. To such Mr. Dana's 
high ideals seem utterly unattainable. Is there not 
something for this multitude of Christian workers, 
whose vocation does not require public speaking, or 
training therein, and yet who find it desirable to ad- 
dress Sunday-schools, classes, conventions, or speak 
in prayer-meeting? What can be said to cheer and 
help the many people who long to acquire some 
ability in speech-making, and who bear a cross every 
time they face an audience, small or great ? 


Why Amateurs May Take Heart 

The writer is obliged to admit that in casting about 
for assistance for himself and his fellow-sufferers, he 
has been surprised to find a dearth of helps. Of 
treatises on rhetoric, elocution, oratory and like topics 
there is an ample supply. But these have mostly 
been written for the professional speaker. Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson’s essay, ‘‘ Hints on Writing and 
Speech-Making,'’ published in a little book in 1887 
(Longmans, Green and Co., 50 cents), is an exception, 
and ought to be put in the hands of every amateur 
speaker. A delightfully interesting and helpful book 
is ‘‘ Extemporaneous Oratory,’’ put out in 1898 by 
that prince of offhand speakers, Dr. J. M. Buckley 
(Methodist Book Concern, $1.30), and, while intended 
for the professional, also contains much to help the 
occasional speaker. From various volumes of lectures 
on preaching and similar books some help may be 
culled, 1 

But a comparison of experience and a suggestion of 
methods tested may help us. 

First, note a few errors |.eld by many. There is 
the mistaken notion of what is effective Sunday-school 
or prayer-meeting speaking. ‘The pattern so many 
set before their minds is ‘‘ professional,’’ and there- 
fore to be guarded against, as is all ‘‘ professional- 
ism'"’ in religious work. ‘‘If I could only speak like 
Dr. Brown, my pastor,’’ says a superintendent, ‘I 
would not hesitate.’’ ‘If I could only talk like 
Judge Smith,’’ says a Senior class teacher, ‘‘I1 would 
find delight in presenting the lesson.’’ But Dr. 
Brown's pulpit oratory, with its well-rounded periods 
and weighty sentences, is not what is wanted from 
the superintendent's desk; nor is Judge Smith's 
argumentative style, with its undercurrent of debate 
and controversy, what is wanted from the teacher's 
chair. Direct, simple, conversational speaking from 
the heart to the heart,—this is the effective mode of 
address for the work under consideration. Not only 
is it most effective, but it should be the easiest ac- 
quired. And is it not the truest oratory ? 

A prevalent error is that readiness of speech is a 
special gift only bestowed upon a rew, and that these 
favored ones require neither time nor particular prep- 
aration, Dr. Trumbull did not say how many years 
of hard training, much speaking, and perhaps some 
failures, were required before Richard H. Dana could 
deliver his famous address on Edward Everett, of 
more than two hours, without having written a word 
of it. Such ability was not acquired without long and 
stern discipline. Mr. Dana admitted that he never 
spoke without ‘‘special preparation.’’ How many 
there are who rely only on the impulse and enthusiasm 
of the moment to give them the thought and the word, 





1 Since this article was written, Robert E Speer’s very helpful book- 
let, “* How to Speak Without Notes,”’ has been punlished It may be 
ordered from The Sunday School Times Company for 2o0cents Many 
valuable hints are also contained in two articles by Dr. H Clay Trum- 
bull on ‘‘Some Secrets of a Public Speaker’s Power,” pubiished ia 
The Sunday School Times in the issues of June 13 and 20, 1914. 


A Christian mission worker, who was rescued 
from a life of sin and became an effective soul- 
winner, often amuses his friends by telling them 
how he came to make his first public address. 
When converted he was little acquainted with 
American ways or with Sunday-school ways, but 
his earnestness and real Christian experience led 
to his appointment as superintendent of a mission 
Sunday-school. He vaguely felt that upon the 
night of his installation he would be expected to 
make a “speech.’”” He prepared laboriously for 
the occasion, and when the night arrived over- 
whelmed his audience by giving them an oration 
on “the legions of Rome,” which he had committed 
word for word from a book of declamations. Few 
superintendents would fall into this foreign broth- 
er's innocent error. But there are other errors 
that rob many a Christian worker of effectiveness 
in public speaking. In this and in a later article 
Mr. Wallace will point out a more excellent way of 
preparation than by memorizing set speeches. 





and then wonder why they fail. Certainly, as with all 
other gifts, some are more richly endowed with 
thought and speech than others, but ‘‘ special prepa- 
ration,'' often arduous and long drawn out, for every 
address, be it two minutes or two hours, is the only 
safety from failure for the one of native or for the one 
of acquired gifts. 

Another error is the belief that to you only this is a 
cross. You believe that he who speaks so glibly and 
easily, faces an audience so calmly, has no fear. 
That this is far from the truth the experience of many 
public speakers goes toshow. It may be a balm to 
the sensitive soul to know that one of the penalties 
usually fixed upon successful public address is that 
the speaker must himself suffer. Luther in his last 
years said, ‘‘I am old and experienced in public 
speaking, but I tremble when I ascend a puipit.° 
Gladstone said he was always nervous when called 
upon to speak first on any subject. Such is the ex- 
perience of many, be'they of great or small renown, 

Now let us turn to the positive side of the discus- 
sion, and think of the preparation and the presen- 
tation. 

The writer is taking it for granted that cultivation 
in extemporaneous speaking is what is sought, giving 
the word ‘‘extemporaneous ’’ its modern use, ‘‘ with- 
out writing or committing to memory.'’' However, 
what is suggested here for the extemporaneous speaker 
will apply also to the slave of the manuscript. Buta 
superintendent before a school, reading from a manu- 
script his two-minute talk, or reciting from memory a 
review written beforehand, would leave about as 
much impression as a teacher would make upon a 
class by reading or reciting a previously written dis- 
cussion of the lesson. There are cases where associ- 
ation officers may be justified in reading or reciting 
addresses, but this practise will cripple them later by 
inability to make that running comment and sugges- 
tion which puts life and spirit into a convention, 


Do Not Abuse a Good Memory 

What is the first step in training in extemporaneous 
speaking? Fulness of mind; a great storehouse to 
draw from. ‘‘ Reading maketh a full man,’’ said 
the wise Bacon. Not that reading which is done for 
the mere pleasure of the exercise, a sort of mental 
dissipation, but reading done for a purpose ; acquir- 
ing knowledge, not to be hoarded, but to be used. 
This instance will illustrate my meaning. A lad 
about sixteen was an omnivorous reader, but could 
give little account of what he read, There came into 
his home ‘‘a wise woman of Tekoa,’’ who noted the 
boy’s mental habits and talked with him about his 
reading. ‘*I havesuch a poormemory,’’ he mourned, 
«*I cannot remember anything I read.’’ Some ques- 
tions were asked, and then the wise woman said : 
‘©You have, naturally, a good memory, but you are 
abusing it. You are reading only for the pleasure it 
gives you that moment. Hereafter read as though 
you expected to use that very thought years hence. 
You may make a public speaker, and all this reading 
should fill a reservoir from which you may draw in 
the years to come.”’ 

He never forgot his wholesome advice. Some suc- 
cess has come to him as an extemporaneous speaker 


in the twenty years that have passed, but he traces it 
largely to the keen-sighted woman who for a few days 
sojourned in his boyhood home, ‘‘an angel unawares."’ 
He states that in all his reading he has before him 
the thought of using ‘‘some day'’ the sentiment or 
language read. Great is the delight one feels who 
follows such a course when a thought or phrase, read 
long ago, flashes into the mind while a speaker is on 
his feet. The thrill of life and power and usefulness 
that comes to one with such an experience is worth all 
the careful, toilsome reading it has cost. Adjuncts 
to this kind of reading are the various systems of 
scrap and note-books, to help preserve the informa- 
tion gained. 

Nor must this sort of reading be too general. Most 
of us must be specialists to attain success. If our 
public speaking is to be in connection with organized 
Sunday-school work, store the mind with all that can 
be found upon that subject. If it is to be on the 
Bible lesson, one cannot study or read the text too 
much, while the best helps should be studied with 
discrimination fand care, Illustrations should be 
sought for, and quotations of scholars and eminent 
men treasured, 

There seemed to be great need for'a preaching 
service in connection with a mission school. A Chris- 
tian business man interested in the school was the 
only one who either felt called to the work or had the 
time or inclination. He began it, and soon after was 
lamenting to an old minister of much experience in 
mission and evangelistic work his lack of time for 
preparation. The reply was, ‘‘Fill your mind with 
the Word of God, ask the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, and the rest will come easy enough."’ In 
great measure the layman found this true, and with 
the increased experience of the fleeting years, in 
broader fields of labor, the advice of the old servant 
of God has ever to him been a joyous source of 
strength and power, 


Getting Thoughts, and Turning Them to Account 

The successful extemporaneous speaker must do a 
deal of thinking. Following the plow, shoving the 
plane, measuring tape, weighing out sugar, calling on 
patients, in the court room, or wherever life’s work 
may call, ‘‘ shift the gearing’’ long enough to ‘‘ think 
on these things.’’ The successful leaders in every 
department of Sunday-school activity are busy busi- 
ness or professional men, with as little time as any of 
us for preparing addresses or pointed and pithy 
speeches. But they have learned how to use odd 
moments for meditation. Going or coming in thé 
daily round a thought is worked over, until some day, 
a polished stone, it fits into a masterly speech. 
Daniel Webster is reputed to have kept one beauti- 
fully wrought out thought fourteen years before the 
opportunity came to use it. But, whether it is ever 
shown to the public or not, the thought thus worked 
out brings delight to one’s own mind, like that of the 
miner finding a nugget, or the artist coming upon a 
new landscape. 

Thoughts must take form in unspoken words 
if they become usable. To become a_ ready 
speaker it is a great help to think in the form of 
an address or short talk. ‘‘No one is born with a 
vocabulary,’’ so we must cultivate one. A successful 
newspaper writer quickly learns to think in an editorial 
or a news paragraph. One who hitd gained some 
ability as a presiding officer, and for brief offhand 
speeches from the president's chair, was asked how 
he had acquired his readiness, He replied, ‘I am 
always thinking out speeches. If a question of poli- 
tics is prominent, I think what I should say on that 
question if called on, or what I should say if asked 
for an after-dinner address. I do this at odd times, 
and with various topics of interest. So I have some 
preparation when called out. But better than that, it 
is a most pleasant exercise for myself, though some of 
my thoughts never see light."" So the superintendent 
might rehearse to himself the little speeches that he 
would like to make to his school, although they may 
never find chance for utterance. So the teacher might 
con over his discussion of the lesson, asking the ques- 
tions that spring from it, and answer them as he might 
imagine different members of his class would do. 


(Zo be concluded in an early issue) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


" AKE hay while the sun shines,” 
the old proverb runs. What do you under- 
stand by that? We were being shown 

through the ‘‘ works” cf a gigantic trans-Atlantic 

liner. Away down in the hold, far, far below the 
water-line, the assistant engineer showed us the walls 
of the water-tight compartments. ‘The compartments 
made absolutely water-tight divisions of the ship into 
sections, and should a hole be made in any one spot 
of the hull that compartment could be closed off and 
no water pass into any other, and the ship would be 
in no danger. There was an opening in each com- 

partment down there in the hold. It was closed by a 

great solid steel door; these doors weighed many 

thousands of pounds each, and were controlled by 
electric buttons away up in the pilot-house. ‘' Now, 
suppose,” said the assistant engineer, ‘‘that there 
was an accident, and the officer on the bridge pressed 
the buttons that closed all these steel doors and some 
men were shut in a compartment. How could they 
yet out? That has been provided for in this way. 
Jo you see this button right here beside the great 
door? The man who is shut in will just press this 
button and the door will rise slowly and then slowly 
close again, and while it is open he can slip out and 
save his life.” Thus it is with life, says Jesus; while 
you can save your life you must do it, for when 
judgment is here the door of opportunity is forever 
closed. 


is the way 


The Teacher’s Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times ] 
This picture that ae gives of the judgment is so 
dramatic that it will of itself make an indelible im- 
pression on almost any pupil's mind. ‘The teacher’s 
main idea should be to attempt to present the mean- 
ing of the parable so clearly that the impression be 
neither morbid nor fanciful. Some teachers may not 
know what the term * pre-millennial” used by writers 
really means. Let it be briefly stated, then, that this 
is the name given to that interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures that holds that Jesus will come again to the 
earth before that one thousand years of freedom from 
Satan's power referred to in Revelation 20,—millen- 
nium being from the Latin terms for a thousand 
years. Each of the writers is careful to state that 
this discourse of Jesus is a figurative description and 
we must not attempt to give to it a literal interpreta- 
tion. Show the class that in describing spiritual 
facts language must use terms that are only figura- 
tive. The outstanding facts of this parable of the 
judgment of the nations is that Christ is the Judge, 
that the basis of judgment is conduct, and the result 
of judgment is permanent both ways. 


The Class in Session 

No human being can possibly know what the course 
of events in the future is to be. Most persons who 
think at all have more or less of a notion about a time 
of judgment All nature, with its law of cause and 
effect, enforces this deep conviction of the humar 
race. But what you or I may ¢Azz& about future 
judgment makes no difference at all (Mr. Gordon’s 
second division), Our thinking will not affect the 
facts. Who can know those facts save Jesus? And 
how careful Jesus was to tell to his friends and to us 
all that we ought to know and understand about the 
future. The parables of the talents and the virgins 
are preliminary to this one (Dr. ‘Thomas’ opening 
paragraph). Jesus gave this third parable of the 
future to still further encourage and warn us. He 
uses the figure of the shepherd separating the sheep 
and the goats in his flock (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1). 
Dr. Riddle (vs. 31-34) gives us an interpretation of 
each of the essential terms of this parable. 

Let us remember that this picture is figurative, and 
not a literal description (Dr. Riddle, v. 33): so we 
need not confuse our minds with physical problems 
about it. This much is plain,—that there will be a 
sharp division of men by Jesus our Judge (Tuesday 
study), just as in the parables of the tares and of the 
net cast into the sea. The basis of this division is 
according to character, as Mr. Gordon says (divis- 
ion 1), and according to works, as Dr. Riddle says 
(v. 35); but is not because of character or because of 
works. The type of conduct that is mentioned is that 
which refers to our treatment of our fellow-men. Dr. 
Thomas thinks that it may be the way the nations, 
who are Gentiles, have treated the Jews (Thursday 
study). We cannot help seeing that the social vir- 
tues are the basis of Sallguaowt rather than our inte- 
rior personal virtues. We may, however, feel sure 


LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 20. THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS 


Matthew 25 : 31-46. Commit verses 34-36 
L Golden Text: Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye did it not unto me.—Matthew 25 : 45 


31 But when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne of his glory : 
32 and before him shall be gathered all the nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as the shepherd sepa- 
rateth the sheep from the goats ; 33 and he shall set the sheep 
on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world : 35 for I was hungry, and ye 
gave me to eat, I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; Iwasa 
Stranger, and ye took me in ; 36 naked, and ye clothed me ; I 
was sick, and ye visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me, 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee ? or athirst, and 
gave thee drink? 38 And when saw we thee a stranger, and 
took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 And when saw 
we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 4o And the 
King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, evex 
these least, ye did it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, ! Depart from me, ye cursed, into the 
eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 
for | was hungry, and ye did not give me to eat ; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink ; 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me 
not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; sick, and in prison, 
and ye visited me not. 44 ‘Then shall they also answer, say- 
ing, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee ? 
45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these least, ye did it not 
unto me. 46 And these shall go away into eternal punish- 
ment: but the righteous into eternal life. 

1 Or, Depart from me under a curse 
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% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


tg references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ers of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Times ] 

Verse 31.—What period of time is referred to? What 
is meant by the coming of the Son of man ‘‘in his glory ’’ ? 
Who are meant by ‘‘all the angels,’’ and where was the 
throne to be? (Riddle; ‘Thomas, Monday and ‘Tuesday 
studies ; Questions for Further Study, 2.) 

Verse 32.—Who are meant by ‘‘all the nations’? ? Is 
the separation by individuals or by nations? How does 
the shepherd separate the sheep and goats? (Riddle ; Gor- 
don, 3; Mackie, 1; Visiting the Lesson Scenes ; ‘Thomas, 
‘Tuesday ; Class in Session, 2.) 

Verses 33, 34.—Who are represented by the sheep? 
What ‘kingdom ”’ was referred to as having been ‘‘ pre- 
pared from the foundation of the world ’’? (Riddle ; Gor- 
don, 4; Thomas, Wednesday.) 

Verse 35.—Does the word ‘‘for’’ mean that ‘* the king- 
dom ’’ was given as a reward for the services mentioned in 
verses 35 and 36? Is this intended as a different test from 
the test of believing in Christ as Saviour? (Riddle ; Gor- 
don, 8-11; Mackie, 2-6; Thomas, Wednesday ; Class in 
Session, 2; Rogers.) 

Verses 37, 38.—Does ‘‘the righteous ’’ refer to Chris- 
tian believers? Is it likely that they would be ignorant 
that what they did for others they did for Christ? (Riddle ; 
Mackie, 6; ‘Thomas, Thursday.) 

Verse 40.—To whom did Jesus refer as ‘‘these my 
brethren ’’ ? (Riddle; Thomas, Thursday. ) 

Verse 41.— What was the significance of the expression, 
‘ye cursed’’?? What was ‘the eternal fire which is pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels *’ ? (Riddle ; Gordon, 17 ; 
Thomas, Friday.) 

Verse 46.—What did Jesus mean by ‘‘eternal punish- 
ment’? and ‘‘ eternal life ’’ ? (Riddle; Gordon, 17; Thomas, 
Saturday; Class in Session, 4.) 








that where the personal relations with Christ are 
really right, the social conduct will also be right; for 
Jesus always took the visible conduct as the test of 
the invisible character,—‘' by their fruits ye shall 
know them.” The conduct used in the parable 
touches on food, drink, hospitality, clothing, sickness, 
imprisonment ; and Dr. Mackie (paragraphs 2-6) 
shows what each of those meant to the Jewish audi- 
ences to which Jesus was speaking. 

The next great principle of this judgment that ap- 
pears is that Jesus regards himself as one and the 
same with his brethren (Dr. Riddle, v. 40). ‘The 
reward of those who are approved is that they inherit 
a kingdom prepared for them a long, long time be- 
fore. This shows us our Father’s preparation of love 
(Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 2). Those who receive 
this reward are surprised, and show a modest spirit 
about it (Mr. Gordon, division 4), while those who do 
not receive this reward show an assertive and un- 
pleasant dispositign. 

Another outstanding principle of divine judgment 
is that the unworthy must pass into a state of suffer- 
ing. Dr. Thomas (Friday study) calls attention to 
the words which say that this suffering was prepared 
for the Devil and his angels, and notfor men. ‘ Fire,” 
says Dr. Riddle (v. 41), ‘‘is a figure for an awful 
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reality. In some quarters it is taught that punish- 
ment is for atime only. Both Dr. Riddle (v. 46) and 
Dr. Thomas (Saturday study) agree that ‘‘ eternal” 
in this verse means ‘‘everlasting.’”’ Most important 
of all is it for us to notice that the condemnation is 
given, not for vicious or depraved conduct, but be- 
cause of things left undone (Sunday study). 


The Lesson Summary 


About the purposes of God there is very little need 
for human discussion. That judgment is one of those 
purposes Jesus teaches us over and over. Judgment 
absolute and irrevocable is the method of all natural 
law; everything that is weakened and does not come 
to maturity is eliminated, and its elimination is abso- 
lute. Races of men and animals, civilizations and 
systems of education, or forever. In the 
business world and the world of science and educa- 
tion men are ny. ay not because they are wicked, 
but because they have made themselves competent, 
The loafer and idler is not put at the head of serious 
enterprises. He would wreck them and injure him- 
self and others. The loafer and idler is simply 
dropped, and he suffers the humiliation and privation 
that he has deserved. It is just sowith the judgment 
of God. Jesus teaches this in every one of his para- 
bles about the future. We are condemned because 
we have not used our opportunities to do and to be 
good. Over and over again he teaches us the same 
thing: Watch, use your talent, have oil for your 
lamp; protect your house fiom the thief, be ready 
when your landlord comes,—it is always the same 
thing. God can forgive the sins of commission, tut 
how can he do for us what only our own wills can do? 
‘The very Christ who has died and risen again to give 
us Our opportunity is the very Christ who will decide 
what we have done with that opportunity. He only 
ratifies a judgment that we have already passed upon 
ourselves. 


Questions for Class Use 

1. What is the great difference between Jesus now and 
at the day of his glory? 

2. Why may we conclude that in God’s judgment there 
is no middle ground in the division of people? 

3. What is the reward of the blessed? 

4. Why were both groups surprised ? 

5. What shows us Jesus’ union with humanity? 

6. What does this parable teach us about making use of 
our opportunities ? 

7. What do you suppose the eternal suffering is? 

8. To what sort of conduct ought this parable to stimu- 
late us? 


Other Teaching Points 

A large part of Jesus’ dignity of bearing and poise of 
mind must have come from his constant knowledge that 
there was a great future, and that the difficulties of the 
immediate present could not defeat the final victory of God. 
Is this an open secret that we all may learn? 

There is a surprising abundance about the judgment. 
The results are bigger both ways than anybody expected. 
The blessed are surprised at the size of their blessings, 
and the cursed are surprised at the size of their curse. 

Surprise was one of the things that Jesus always pointed 
out as a feature of final judgment. Think over the para- 
bles that deal with the future. 

Characters that are good and growing are seen now asso- 
ciated with characters that are quite the reverse. Families 
and business and many things keep them together, but 
some day there will be a separation, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Review. Read Matt. 7: 21-29.) 


|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. ] 

The quarter's lessons that we have just rounded 
out cover but a very few days in Jesus’ life. After 
he came to Jericho on his way to Jerusalem his days 
of life were very few. But few though they were, 
they were crowded full of teaching that is inexpressi- 
bly valuable to Christian thought and living. Much 
of it hangs about one great elemental truth. 


1, Can you make a sort of calendar of Jesus’ days from 
Jericho to the cross? 
2. What one admonition appears oftenest in the teach- 
ings and parables of these days ? 
3. Why, in your judgment, did the religious leaders 
reject Jesus? 
4. What can you say of Jesus’ conduct in these critical 
hours, on the points of courage, persistence, and skill? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 
A labor dispute. 
A heavenly harmony. 
A gang of grafters, 
An eye-opener, 
EvansTon, ILL. 


LESSON FOR SEPT. 20 (Matt. 25 : 31-46) 


Love, the Judgment Test 
By S. D, Gordon 


HEY are still on Olivet in the twilight, by turns 
sitting in thoughtful silence and talking. Now 
the Master speaks again. It is not of the king- 

dom itself nor of its characteristics now, but about 
judgment. 

The one continuous warp-thread running through 
these two chapters—tribulation, parables, judgment 
—is the thought of character; character as revealed 
by choice, and as made by choice. This Olivet talk 
is not for information chiefly, but it is a plea for char- 
acter. This is the one thing in us that concerns our 
Lord Jesus, character, love-character, his own in us. 

It is a judgment of all the nations, but clearly they 
are judged as individuals. ‘There is a judgment of 
nations as nations going on continuously on the 
earth. They rise and fall in the scale of nations, 
under the ruling hand of God, by the judgment of 
their actions. This scene is a final judgment in 
the presence of God. In our relation to each other 
here we make up nations. In our relation with God 
we are individuals. We come in one by one; go out 
in the same way; and so we are judged. 


The first great thing to note here is a division of 
men into two groups. This is commonplace enough 
in the old orthodox teaching, but not in the common 
belief of our day. Many believe that there are three 
groups: the very good, to which they do not profess 
to belong; the very bad, to which they are sure they 
do not belong; and the in-betweeners, neither very 
good nor very bad, neither saints nor sinners. 

And with this goes the ofttimes-unexpressed-but- 
deeply-believed belief that these in-betweeners will 
really be found on the right-hand side. They are 
surely not bad enough to go with those bad people, 
they think. ‘This is the common belief of many. 

‘The commoner belief of late is that there will be only 
one group, only one side, the inside, and that all will 
be included in this. - Some say that God is too good 
to damn men. And some assert with calm self- 
content that men are too good forGodtodamn. And 
so they reckon that all will get in. 

Sharp and distinct, with all the contrast of a pure 
white against a dead black, the truth stands out here 
from our Lord’s own lips: there will be a division 
into two opposite groups. 


The judgment itself is very simple. It concerns 
only one thing,—the spirit in the heart, as shown in 
one’s conduct toward his fellows. The thing sought 
for by the Judge is the love-spirit. ‘This is charac- 
teristically the Christ-spirit, the God-spirit, known 
only as he sways the life. 

It comes to us only from him. -It is the character- 
istic trait of the God family. Sothe deciding prin- 
ciple of judgment is this: 7 of spirit with the 
King. This was why Jesus died to bring us back 
into close personal relation with the Father. 

And this love-spirit always controls our conduct 
toward others, It is absolutely true that our relation 
with God controls our conduct toward our fellow- 
man, The latter reveals the former absolutely and 
unmistakably. 

So here our conduct toward others is made the test 
of our relation with God. Only as Jesus sways us 
can the love-spirit sway us. And only ag all our 
conduct is swayed by love will it be right. This is 
so fundamental that it is made the test at the judg- 
ment. It's a terribly searching test for so-called 
Christian men in the light of the facts of the non- 
Christian world, and the whole industrial and social 
condition of life in Christendom. 


The fine modesty of love marks these on the right. 
They have longed to do something for the Saviour, 
but it all seemed so mean and poor. Now their 
hearts beat faster to find that all this poor bungling 
service has been accepted by the King at its heart 
value, and as personal to himself. 

There is a strange self-confident, self-assertiveness 
about these at the left, It is spoken of here as their 
characteristic trait. They know they are right; but 
they fail sorely when the evidence is examined. 


It is touching beyond words that Jesus claims 
closest kinship with the hungry and sick and impris- 
oned and distressed of all the race. And these are 
the majority, the overwhelming majority. These are 
Jesus’ brothers and sisters, his own nearest of kin. 
Anything done for them is accepted as done to him- 
self, 

‘‘ Inasmuch” is one of the comforting heart words. 
The bit of help to a neighbor in need, so small in 
itself; the service done with such a consciousness of 
having been done poorly; the gift so little, yet wet 
with tears and sweat,—each seems so small, yet -it 
was done for Him. 

And he knew it was so. Now he remembers. He 
takes the measure of the heart, and makes this the 
standard of measure, and accepts all gratefully as 
done to himself. ‘‘ Inasmuch as it came out of your 
heart it has come into my heart.” 


« 
The ending of the scene mingles sobs with the re- 
joicing. The minor chord is distinct. The heart 
breaks even while it sings. For, that division into 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


two persists past the boundary line of this world. 
And the efforts to thin out the meaning of the words 
doesn’t helpany. ‘‘ Eternal” is as true of the one 
group as of the other. Any shortage of the meaning 
applies to both sides. There is a fixedness of condi- 
tion. Yet its roots lie wholly in the tendency of a 
man’s will to stay as he fixes it. 

How eagerly we should seek to influence men now 
while their wills are still plastic! 


New York City. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Those Church Folks.” —Ze/ore him shall be gath- 
ered all the nations (v. 32). What an occasion this 
will be! Will you be there? My friend, Johnny 
Williams, the railroader, says he won't be in the 
dock. He will be on the bench (1 Cor. 6: 2, 3). 
One fine thing about this court is the fact that the 


Judge is to be the Son of man—and Johnny! Our 
own kind of folks, Tender and sympathetic. And 
just. You fellows will be sure to get yours. I do 


not want mine. And I will not get mine, because I 
am under the blood (Rom. 5: 9; Rev. 7: 14). In 
that day each will naturally go where he belongs, 
just as they do at a party. heard Mrs. Bridge- 
whist say, ‘‘I never saw anything like those church 
folks for clannishness whensthey get out. We sinners 
have to go off and flock by ourselves.”” And that is 
how it will be on this great day—the ‘‘sinners” will 
be off flocking by themselves. You had better join 
the ‘‘ church folks.” 


Heaven’s Sweet Call.—Come, ye blessed of my 
Father (v. 34). What sweeter or more welcome invi- 
tation than that! Love in every wordof it. ‘* Come,” 
the same sweet word that sings all the way through 
the Book until it dies away in the last chapter, when 
the Spirit and the Bride's last call is ‘ Come "Rev. 
22:17). Ye blessed. Ye happy ones. YE of the 
laughter, the joy, and all delight. My father, and 
consequently your father, too. You my own particu- 
lar friend. Isn’t it glorious ? (John 15 : 15, 16.) Over 
at the General Manufacturing Co. the works are full 
of young fellows from old Siwash College. The 
‘‘old man” gives as good a job as the boy can swing 
to every one because he was Jack's college chum. 
Jack can go any time and say, ‘* Come, ye favored of 
my father,” and be talking just as Christ will talk to 
you in that great day. But the fellows at Siwash 
who had nothing to do with Jack, who did not ‘* stand 
in with” Jack, who even reviled Jack, made great 
fools of themselves. Jack used to invite and invite 
them. Alas, they failed to realize that after the little 
brief college life Jack could give all his friends a high 
place in the greatest establishment there ever was! 


The Searchlight.—/or Jwas hungry(v. 35). The 
Son of God identifies himself with the sons of men. 
Injure the humblest man on earth and you offend 
the*God whose image he bears, Help the humblest 
man on earth and you please the God who made him. 
In this blazing ray of divine light the black man, the 
brown man, the red man, the yellow man becomes 
the white man made like his Father(Rom. 2 : 11). If 
you want to see how it is done, take the front seat of 
the trolley out of town some summer night and watch 
when the searchlight ison. ‘The ballast turns to ice 
and snow, the trees are foliaged in silver, and every 
fence and farm-shed is whitewashed with the sun. 
This is what the marvelous light of the judgment 
day will do with the race question. No ‘' foreigners” 
yonder. Only two kinds, ‘‘ Ye blessed” and ‘* Ye 
cursed.”” Only one business for men. ‘To help. 
Have you strength and health? Visit the unfortu- 
nate. Have you place and wealth? Feed the hun- 
gry. That is what these good things were given you 
for. Alas, if you are false to your trust! The cur- 
tain is here lifted for you. 


Who’s Who ?—Lord, when saw we thee? (v. 37.) 
This is the beauty of it all. There is no'such thing 
as a trifling act on the part of aman. Dumb driven 
cattle that fatten and to-morrow die have no import- 
ance. But man is a king and a god. Soacup of 
cold water to a brother in need is registered in 
heaven. This truth ought to make you a noble man. 
You thought you were only one in a hundred mil- 
lion. ‘‘ Nobody cares for me.” A forgotten shut-in 
on a back street perhaps. Served by a self-sacri- 
ficing, loving daughter. Why, my dear woman, that 
splendid girl is ministering to Christ. And you are 
the Christ. All the time you have been thinking 
you are only poor sick old Mrs. Jones! When any of 
you fellows do anything to help some unfortunate 
you always ‘‘ feel good.” That is a little of the re- 
flex,—the echo of the bell that registers in heaven. 
That time you all ‘‘chipped in” and fixed up that 
**hard luck” family down in the Neck, why, dear 
me, it was the happiest gang I ever stumbled upon. 
Christmas couldn’t compare. You were hearing the 
music from heaven (Acts 9: 4; Rom. 12:5; Eph. 5: 
30, 32). 

The Peculiar People.-—Depart from me, ye cursed 
(v. 41). The hardest thing on this earth for a man 
to go through is to be unceremoniously kicked out of 
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anything. It is simply crushing to be kicked out by 
a good man. No one but a bum or a craven can 
stand it and live. Whata hell it must be to be driven 
away from heaven with words like these (Luke 23 : 
30). Well, there is only one way to avoid this terri- 
ble experience. Get busy ‘‘ doing it unto one of the 
least.” Only one kind of people do it. A peculiar 
people (Titus 2:14). There is only one flying ani- 
mal,—the bird. ‘There are bugs, bats, and men. 
But only birds mount to the empyrean and gracefully 
soar. It is only the Christian that soars high among 
men, and on tireless wing ‘‘does it unto the least.” 
If you are not a Christian you will only minister as 
long as the gasoline holds out or the engine holds 
together. Then down you go. 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
% 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HIS lessson is the conclusion of Matthew's report 
of the discourse on the Mount of Olives. So far 
as the record in this chapter is concerned, it 

would seem that this ‘‘ Judgment of the Nations” 
will immediately follow the Second Advent, which is 
referred to in the preceding parables. For practical 
purposes it is safe to accept the passage as a distinct 
revelation of the general judgment, and of the des- 
tiny, blissful or awful, of every individual of the 
human race. The language is largely figurative, but 
the lesson is a prediction, not a parable. 

Time and Place.—On the evening of Tuesday, April 
4, A.D. 30, on the Mount of Olives. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 31.— Zhe Son of man: As so often our Lord 
designates himself.— A// the angels: ‘*Holy” is 
not well attested. In chapter 24: 30 the angels are 
spoken of as gathering the elect.—7zrone of his 

lory: There is no hint as to where this ‘‘ throne of 
nis glory’ will be situated. 

Verse 32.—A/l/ the nations; While this usually 
means ‘Gentiles,” that sense is improbable here. 
The pre-millennial view refers it to non-Christian 
people, and outside the millennial kingdom, urging 
that verses 37-39, 41, indicate igrorance of Christ. 
But this view is strongly opposed by many. The 
nations are not judged as nations, but as individu- 
als.—Separateth the sheep from the goats : Oriental 
shepherds knew each of their sheep, and such a 
separation often occurred, 

erse 33.—Zhe sheep on his right hand: The 

lace of honor.—Onx the left: The place of dishonor. 

- The language being figurative, it is impossible to de- 

termine how far such a gathering and separation will 

actually occur. The ‘‘sheep” are afterward called 
‘* blessed” and are addressed as *‘ righteous.” 

Verse 34.—-7he King: Our Lord himself.—Pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world: 
‘The final kingdom of glory is referred to. 

Verse 35.—for: The favorable judgment is ‘‘ac- 
cording to works,” not on account of works. These 
works are the outward proof that those on the right 
hand are ‘‘ blessed,” and, according to the fuller gos- 
pel teaching, are the fruit of faith, inwrought by 
the Holy Spirit. At this time even the disciples 
were not prepared to receive this fuller statement. 
However explained, the passage does not teach a 
different test from that of believing in Christ as a 
Saviour.—/ was hungry: The philanthropic deeds 
named here all imply service and self-sacrifice. 

Verses 37-39.— When saw we thee hungry: These 
questions seem to imply humility rather than ignor- 
ance, though some hold otherwise, not regarding 
these ‘‘ righteous” ones as Christian believers. 

Verse 40.— Unto one of these my brethren, ever 
these least: ‘The emphasis is upon ‘‘least.” Christ 
is one with his people: what is done for them, as his, 
is done to him. 

Verse 41.—Depart from me, ye cursed: Or, ‘‘ De- 
part from me under a curse.” A slight change of 
text favors the marginal rendering, which makes the 
curse a part of the sentence pronounced upon them. 
—The eternal fire: The article points to something 
well known, and ‘‘eternal” means endless. ‘ Fire” 
is a figure for an awful reality.—Prepared for the 
devil and his angels: Not ‘*prepared for you,” as 
in verse 34, yet the judgment assigns them to the 
same place as Satan. 

Verses 42-45.—The dialogue is almost exactly the 
same as in verses 35-40. ‘The principle of judgment 
is the same with directly opposite results.— 7hese 
least; as in verse 4o. 

Verse 46.—/ntoeternal punishment: but the right- 
evus into eternal life: The adjective is the same in 
the two phrases, though the Authorized Version ren- 
ders it ‘‘everlasting” in the former instance. De- 
spite the many efforts to prove the contrary, New 
‘Testament usage favors the view that it here means 
endless duration. ‘‘Punishment” is equivalent to 
‘*the eternal fire” (v. 41), the figure for an awful 
reality. ‘‘ Life’? means more than existence, point- 
ing to a blessed life. What has already been said 
indicates that the lesson does not suggest the idea of 
‘*salvation by works.” 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


S THE shepherd separateth the sheep from the 
A goats (v. 32). Sheep and goats often graze to- 
gether and share the same fold at night. The 
chief occasions of separation are at the shearing-time, 
or when the grazing ground is at a distance and 
among the rocks of the higher hills, This might prove 
exhausting and dangerous to the sheep. 

/ was hungry,and ye gave me to eat (v. 35). This 
and what follows are still the chief opportunities of 
social service in the villagesof Palestine. A proverb 
says: ‘*A loaf here, and a loaf there, but never let 
your neighbor be in want.” In the absence of alco- 
holic degradation, the claim is generally a deserving 
one. The act is a law of neighborhood which almost 
amounts to family relationship, There is little thought 
of patronage or pauperizing, as the giver may be the 
next to need the same help. 

A stranger, and ye took me in(v. 35). A young 
Russian Jew whose father had become a socialist dis- 
ciple of Tolstoi, and who had been brought up in en- 
tire ignorance of Jewish customs, 1ecently visited Pal- 
estine and walked from Jerusalem to Damascus rest- 
ing at the villages by the way. He spoke with won- 
der of the kindness shown to him by the peasantry 
simpiy because he was a stranger. In one house the 
mother was quite angry and affronted because he of- 
fered to pay for the food given to him, and in another 
house the man had waited upon him as a servant till 
he had eaten, and afterward sas down with his wife 
and children to the family meal. 

/was sick, and ye visited me (v. 36). The people 
know their own ways of thinking, and fearing that 
the patient may become nervous about himself, and 
believe that his written hour has come, they crowd to 
the bedside tocheer him up and distract his attention. 
They are sometimes not a little perplexed when the 
doctor or missionary visitor comes in and turns them 
all out, and opens the window, so that the patient 
may have rest and fresh air ! 

l was in prison, and ye came unto me (v. 36). Ow- 
ing to the capriciousness of judicial methods, the fre- 
quency of false witness, and the irregularities of 
prison detention, the distinction between the law- 
abiding and the criminal classes is not so sharp asin 
the West, and the warders know the advantage of 
showing kindness to those who have friends. Such 
visiting is, however, atest of friendship as an act of 
sympathy toward the weaker side in a controversy 
(2 Tim, © : 26). 

le did tt unto me (vy. 40). In the East the law of 
charity is never thought of in terms of social rights 
belonging to those relieved and befriended. It is 
rather a religious act, the stewardship of the means 
of relief. The gifts received from God are thus ren- 
dered unto him. The rabbis say of benevolence : 
‘* Hospitality is a form of divine worship. The birds 
of the air despise a miser. He who is loved by man 
is loved by God. The world stands on three pillars, 
the Bible, worship, andcharity. Charity is more than 
sacrifices. He who gives charity in secret is greater 
than Moses.” 

ALEXANDRIA, Eoyprt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that the simplest kindly service unto one of Christ’s 
brethren is, indeed, rendered unto Christ himself. We 
thank thee that thou hast not called upon us to do only the 
deeds that the world calls great, but that thou hast set duty 
near at hand, for we live in the the midst of the hungry and 
the thirsty and the sick and the poorly clothed, and there are 
many about us who are bound in worse than prison chains. 
Forgive us for the opportunities that we have neglected in 
service for thee. Teach us to be keen in discovering the 
needs of others, and swift in answering to these needs. 
We pray thee that our country itself may stand among the 
nations as a servant to all, faithfully performing the mission 
to which thou hast called the nation that we love best. 
May those who are privileged to hold places of leadership 
in our government have wisdom from thee in word and in 
deed to the end that thy Cause among the nations may be 
forwarded. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—It isn’t always the things we do, 
but the things that we fail to do, that rise up in con- 
demnation of us. A good many of us feel that if we 
can keep from doing wrong things we are living after 
a fairly decent fashion. A lesson like this, however, 
makes us wonder whether we ought not to be a great 
deal more on our guard than ever before tu do the 
service that God puts in our way tocare for. We are 
far too likely to think that it doesn’t matter nearly so 
much if we forget to do something that we ought to 
have done, as to do something that we ought not to 
have done. We ought to remember that our mission 
in life is to do God's will, and when he sets a duty 
before us, to omit it brings upon us his righteous 
condemnation, 

Let us put down on the board the one word ‘‘ mis- 
sion,” for that, indeed, sums up the reason why our 
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lives are given to us to live,—we have a mission. 
Write the word ‘ mission.”] Suppose, now, I put 
fore this word a single letter, I can take away its 
joy, and I can spoil it and make it mean something 
that is full of regret. What do you think that letter 
is? Yes, the letter ‘‘o.”’ [Place the letter ‘‘o” be- 
fore the word ‘‘mission.”| This sets us thinking 
about what we call our sins of omission, and they are, 
indeed, many. Now 1am going to rub out that let- 
ter and put three letters in its place, and so make a 
word by which we often name our sins. We call 
them, then, sins of what? Yes, commission. [Pre- 
fix ‘‘com.”"] But we are not going to have this lesson 
rest on sin because, by the grace of God, our lives 
may be made free in this respect. Let us, therefore, 
rub out the prefix, and let the word stand as we had 
it at first. am going to put the word ‘‘my” before 
it, and then underneath I am going to ask you very 
quietly and prayerfully not to write down, but to see 
in your imagination that which you really believe 
would state what your mission is in this needy world. 
To what are you sent? How may you do God’s will 
in your relations with others? May God grant that 
your answer and mine may please him to-day, and in 
that great day of his judgment. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
< 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
(References in eee are to the metrical Psalm 
ok * Bible Songs ’’) 
‘*Go, labor on: and be 
spent.’” 
** Jesus calls us, o'er the tumult.”’ 
‘*O God, mine inmost soul convert.” 
‘*O Jesus, I have promised."’ 
‘*O Master, Let me walk with thee."’ 
‘* Once more we come, God's word 
to hear.”’ 
‘* So let our lips and lives express." 
** Work, for the night is coming."’ 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


RACTICALLY everybody in Palestine nineteen 
hundred years ago was familiar with the habits 
of sheep and goats. Thousands of families 

owned such animals and depended on them for the 
material of their own clothes. Every boy had either 
tended flocks out in the pastures or at least seen them 
feeding. Let us too look on at the herdsmen’s -work 
in a valley which Jesus and several of the disciples 
had probably seen. The number 36 on our map 
marks a spot in a broad valley northwest of Gilboa. 


spend, Psalm 9 : 1, 2; 7-20 
(14 : 1, 3, 10, 11). 
Psalm 72 : 1-19 
(146 : 1, 3, 4, 6). 
Psalm 67 : 1-5 
134 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96: aia sedated 
(193 : 1, 5-7). 
Psalm 99 : 1-9 
(198 : 1-3 5 7) 
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Standing at that spot and ee southeast over the 
space between those diverging lines, we see winding 
away before us the crooked stream which is marked 
on the map. Half a mile ahead the meadow is so 
overflowed by spring rains that it has temporarily the 
appearance of alake. Inthe distance at the right we 
have just a glimpse of the lower slope of Mount Gilboa. 

The gently rolling ground before us is covered with 
a heavy growth of coarse pasture grass. A shepherd 
and a goatherd have brought their charges to the 
stream to drink, and the animals, no longer thirsty, 
are beginning to nibble the little weeds along the 
banks. With the exception of a very few stragglers, 
the animals have already gathered into groups of their 
own kind, sheep by themselves, goats by themselves. 
They seem to like it better that way; they feel more 
‘at home” as the phrase goes. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Beside the still waters 
on the Plain of Jezreel.” 








} 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places veaZ. Forty-eight places are being visited dur- 
ing 1914 ; the forty-eight stereographs cost $8.00, and if all are 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons of this 
third quarter ; cost $2. The three for September alone, 50 
cents. Less than three in one order cost 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 85 centseach. Postage or express is prepaid on 
all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. Address The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
two-cent stamp. 


Before Dining.—/or / was hungry, and ye gave 
me to eat (v. 35). The Youth’s Companion, in its 
Thanksgiving number in 1913, said: ‘‘One moment 
before you sit down: Is any one hungry whom you 
can possibly reach ?”—Sent by W. /. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. 


What Kind of Gifts ?— Ad the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Jnas- 
much as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, 
even these least, ye did it unto me (v. 40). A 
gentleman, after hearing a sermon on this text, 
said: ‘‘A few days cane | eouvied to a poor Christian 
woman a comforter, warm, but well-worn, and two 
loaves of bread, good bread, but a little stale. The 
weather was very cold, and the comforter was grate- 
fully received. The poor woman was hungry, and 
the bread was better than she usually obtained. But 
to-day, listening to the sermon, I thought that had I 
reflected that it was — I was visiting in the 
person of one of his disciples, I would have taken 
a new comforter and fresh bread.”"—From The Rev. 
yg Boyd. Sent by Madge M. Sachs, Towan- 

a, Ll. 


Profit in Corn.—/nasmuch as ri did tt unto one of 
these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto 
me (v.40). The third department shocked twenty 
acres of corn fora blind farmer. The crowd—forty- 
two Epworthians—took its own dinner and spent the 
day. The field was stripped clean and the corn 
cribbed before dark. But there’s a sequel. The 
farm home was not Christian, but now it is; the 
whole family is in the church, and it has now twenty 
members from that neighborhood. Truly, there's 

rofit in corn.—From the Epworth Herald. Sent 
y W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Your Missionary Investment.—/vzasmuch as ye did 
zt unto one of these my brethren, even these least, 
ye did it unto me (v. 40). Baron — de Roths- 
child once sat for a beggar to Ary Scheffer. While 
the great financier, attired in the rags of a beg- 
gar, was in his place in the estrade, I happened 
to enter the studio of the great artist, whose friend I 
had the honor to be. The baron was so perfectly 
disguised that I did not recognize him, and believing 
that a veritable beggar was before me, I went up to 
him and slipped a louis into his hand. The pretended 
model took the coin and put itin his pocket. Ten 
years later I received at my residence an order on the 
office in the Rue Lafitte for 10,000 francs, inclosed in 
the following letter: ‘*Sir—You one day gave a louis 
to the Baron Rothschild in the studio of Ary Scheffer. 
He has employed it, and to-day sends you the little 
capital with which you intrusted him, together with 
the interest. A good action always brings good for- 
tune. Baron James de Rothschild.” On receipt of 
this order, I sought the billionaire, who proved to me 
from the books before him that under his manage- 
ment my louis had actually fructified so as to have 
swelled to the large sum sent me. So Christ is walk- 
ing through the world in the guise of a beggar—hun- 
gry. naked, and outcast. Blessed are we if we give 
to the Master in the person of these his poor brethren, 
or take the gospel to those who have it not.—From 
The Expositor. Sent by Mrs.W. L. Nagel, Victor, 
lowa. The prize for this week ts awarded to this 
tllustration, 


Carried Sunshine.— /nasmuch as ye did it unio one 
of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto 
meé (v.40). ‘* You don’t get much sunshine in here, 
do you?” said a gentle old lady as we entered the 
elevator at the back of the big department store. 
‘*Only what folks like you bring in, ma'am,” an- 
swered the elevator man with instinctive courtesy. 
‘*Some folks carry enough sunshine 'round with ’em 
to light others up a bit."—From Young People. 
Sent by Burton . Winslow, Saco, Me. 


Washtub Earnings.—/nasmuch (v. 40). Mr. Quar- 
rier, the founder of a home for the waifs and strays 
of Glasgow, once received a remarkable gift from a 
washerwoman. When she was an old woman she 
one day sent for him from Gorbals. He found her 
very weak and ill. ‘‘ Ye were once a puir body yer- 
sel’,” she said to him, ‘‘and I was once a puir girl 
with naebody to care for me, but God has been kind 
and good.” Greatly to his astonishment, she handed 
him receipts on the bank which amounted to £627, 
with the words: ‘‘I’ve plenty mair, an’ ye’ll get it 
all when I dee.” Soon afterwards Janet quitted her 
life of toil, singing as she passed away, ‘‘ Just as I 
am, without one plea.” Altogether she gave the 
orphans £1,400 pounds, saved from her earnings as a 
washerwoman. ‘The money was used to construct a 
reservoir and filter for the homes. ‘‘Strange, was it 
not,” said Mr. Quarrier, ‘‘that our water supplies 
should have come from the savings of money earned 
at the washtub?”—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by W. R. Clark, St. Helier, Jersey, Eng. 

















LESSON FOR SEPT. 20 (Matt. a5 : 31-46) 








| Department Helps 


Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 
38. A Fleecy Seed-Coat 


EACHER holds a handful of cotton if a 

cotton boll and stalk are not obtainable. 

What is this white, fluffy stuff? Don’t 

you love to feel it? to pull it apart like this? 
What do you know about cotton? 

(Let them tell, and fit the rest of the les 
son according to their knowledge.) 

Perhaps you have not thought of this warm, 
fluffy stuff as a precious baby’s coat, but that 
is what God made it for. 

First tell me what is the most precious 
part of everything that grows. The seed, of 
course! In our lessons we have talked 
about many of them and the different ways 
God has wrapped them up to take care of 
them, Fruits, shells, pods, fuzzy coats,— 
oh, so many ways! 


Here is a new way—nice, soft, downy 
stuff growing around the little slippery cot- 
ton seed. Was there ever a nicer bed fora 
seed! And so much of it that I am sure 
God was making it for some other precious 
things beside seed. Birds come and take 
great mouthfuls of it to line their nests for 
the baby birds ; and, better yet, men gather 
it, put it through different kinds of machines 
until it comes out thread such as your mother 
sews with; then in other machines they 
weave it into cloth, Here is some cloth 
made of cotton and colored : 

Think of this growing on a tall stalk in a 
field of stalks with shiny green leaves on 
them. At first the cotton was held tight ina 
green ball; it grew and grew, with the rain 
soaking into the stalk roots and the summer 
sun shining on it—the hotter the sun the 
better the cotton liked it !—until the green 
ball turned brown and popped open, and the 
beautiful cotton puffed up. Grown to make 
some cloth for you and me to wear, while 
the precious seed that wore it first is put 
down in the ground to grow and make some 
more for us ! 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
x 
For the Primary Teacher 








By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—The positive side of this story 
will be much more effective with 
children, using the last clause of 

verse 40 as a memory text. It affords a fine 
opportunity to present a missionary lesson, 
and something definite which children can 
do in preparation for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. It is none too early to start 
them toward collecting written post cards 
and pretty pictures, which may later be pre- 
pared on a weekday to send to children of 
other lands, in time for Christmas souvenirs, 
In one Sunday-school it is a special privilege 
for children who come fifteen minutes early 
to help to prepare these post cards and pic- 
tures. For full particulars as to what is 
most desired and how to send it, request a 
leaflet of instruction from ‘Surplus Material 
Department,’’ World’s Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, Metropolitan Tower Building, New 
York City. Be sure to give your full ad- 
dress, and name your denomination, 

Decorate your room with as many na- 
tional flags as you can secure. It is 
probable that in your department or class 
there will be children who were born in 
foreign lands, or whose parents came from 
other lands. Let the children name several 
nations, 

Lesson Teaching.—Jesus wants us to love 
and help all nations of the world. 

Introduction,—A little girl loved her family 
of twenty-two dolls so much that at Christ- 
mas time, last year, she had her picture 
taken with them sitting or standing near her. 
In her arms she held her Japanese and 
Scotch dolls, because she loved them as 
much or more than the others, 

There are more than twenty-two kinds of 
children in the world. We can sing about 
some of them : 

‘*The cunning papoose in the wigwam that 
lives."’ 

‘* The Eskimo babies are wrapped all in fur."’ 

** The little Jap babies with dark shining eyes,"’ 





‘*The pretty brown babies who roll in the 
sand.”’ - 
** And all the dear babies, wherever they grow, 
So cunning, so precious, so wee, 
Are God's darling children , and Jesus loves 
them 
Just as he loves you and me.”’ 
(Carols, 25 cts ,Leyda Publishing Co , Chicago ) 


During the Sunday-school Convention last 
summer, in Chicago, forty-five children 
dressed like children of other lands, and told 
how they lived in these countries. One of 
their songs began, ‘‘ We’ve a story to tell to 
the nations.’’ ‘This exercise, ‘* Children of 
Many Lands,” in whole or in part, would 
be appropriate for Promotion Day or a 
Thanksgiving missionary service, and may 
be secured in booklet form for 10 cents from 
Wm. Dietz & Co., 20 E. Randolph Street, 
Chicago. Sing: 

‘* There are many little children 
Who have never heard 


Of God's love and tender kindness, 
Of his holy Word. 


** I would tell those little children, 
If they all could hear, 
How he spoke to his disciples 
With the children near.’ (Carols ) 


This Week's Lesson Story.—One day Jesus 
said to his disciples, ‘‘A time is coming when 
all the nations shall be gathered together be- 
fore my throne of glory, some on the right hand 
and some on the left. To those on the right 
hand the King shall say, ‘Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, because you were kind to the hun. 
gry and thirsty, you clothed the naked, you 
visited those who were sick or in prison, and 
you cared for the stranger.’’’ They couldn't 
remember when they had done these things 
for him. Then Jesus said, ‘‘Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto one of these least ye did it 
unto me, and you shall have eternal life '’ 
‘To those on the left he said, ‘‘ Because you 
did it not unto one of these least, you did it 
not to me, and you must go away.’’ (Parts 
of the Scripture portion might be read aloud 
to the older children.) 

After the Story.—Mention the custom of 
the Salvation Army and Volunteers to feed, 
clothe, and provide beds for the poor at all 
times, especially Thanksgiving and Christ 
mas, ‘Tell of Mrs. Booth’s work for pris- 
oners. Speak of the summer outings pro- 
vided by many for mothers and children 
from crowded city districts, 


‘* Jesus loves the little children, 

All the children of the world, 

Black and yellow, brown and white, 

‘They are precious in his sight. 

Jesus loves the little children of the world." 
(Tune. ‘Tramp, tramp, tramp, 
the boys are marching °’) 

Jesus said, ‘*Go, teach all the nations,’’ 
**Go ye into all the world.’’ This very 
month a young doctor and his wife are on 
their way to Turkey. In every big city in 
our land there were so many doctors! ‘This 
young man heard that in Turkey there was 
only one doctor, now an old man, for as 
many people as live in Chicago, He will 
find plenty of work to do for little children 
and their parents who are sick or crippled, 
and Jesus will say to him, ‘‘ Because you 
have done it for them you have done it 
for me.” 

Hand Work.—Write or draw what you 

would like to do for children of other lands, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


The Judgment : 
1. ‘Time. 
2. Basis. 
3. Result. 


NTRODUCTION.—Relate the lesson to 
the judgments made by the public school 
teacher for the advancement of her 

pupils, 


Only two more weeks of vacation and /[ 


school will begin. (This was true when I 
taught the lesson.) How would you like 
your new teacher to decide at the end of 
two weeks your average for February’s ex- 
amination ? Would she do this? Why not? 
When would she decide? Why wait until 
the term’s work has been completed? Is it 


fair to say that the last girl on the list ad- | 


mitted to the grade will necessarily have the 
lowest average in the next examination ? 
What might‘ occur in the meantime? The 
prize in a race is not given until the last lap. 
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1. The Judgment of Jesus Time, There- 
fore when Jesus Christ the just Judge of men 
decides concerning us, he waits until the life 
and the age is completed. Recall the para: 
ble of the wheat and the tares, Let the 
girls find some reasons for waiting until the 
harvest before separating tares from wheat. 
Have them find, read and mark Matthew 
18 : 14, and emphasize as the thought to re- 
main concerning the ¢ime that ‘* He was not 
willing that any should perish.”’ 

2. The Basis When the teacher at school 
decides, what is the basis of her judgment? 
Does she test her pupils in unfamiliar and 
difficult problems? Develop the fact that 
the test is upon the term’s work, and those 
who have done it sincerely day by day have 
no fear of results. 

So when Jesus the Judge decides, he 
makes as his basis our regular ‘‘ term work,’’ 
Let the girls find the services recorded : 
feeding, comforting, visiting, etc. Develop 
the idea that these services are neither dif 
ficult nor costly in time, money, or labor, 
and they are unremembered. They may be 
done by girls or ‘* grown ups,’’ by rich or 
poor, by any race or any class. No difficult 
feat or costly service is demanded. Yet 
good works alone will not suffice. Read 
John 3: 16. 


Explain the surprise with which some | 
| this life,’ 


might ask, ‘‘ When did we ever do anything 
for Jesus? 


things for him? ”’ 
Jesus said in verse 40, and explain the new 
spiritual value in our daily work, Note also 
that we are responsible for things we might 
have done. 

3. The Result, What happens as the result 
of the school teacher’s decision? A separa 
tion also follows the judgment of Jesus 
Christ. Ilow are the people divided? See 
that the girls understand the nature of sheep 
and goats to see the symbolism. Explain 
the honor of the position at the right hand. 
Let the girls find two words which will sum 
marize the condition of each group: Come 
and Depart. Illustrate the familiar use of 
these words and develop the following ideas : 

‘*Come,’’ said by Jesus, means be with 
him wherever he is. This means heaven, 
happiness, eternal life and joy. 

‘** Depart,’’ said by Jesus, means be where 
I am not, away from heaven, happiness, etc 

Knowing therefore the time, the basis, and 
the effects of the judgment of — Christ, 
there are some things about which we must 
be very watchful. 

(1) Watch for opportunities to do little 
kindnesses. Do them and forget them. 

(2) Watch that the impulse to do some 
kind deed does not ‘‘melt’’ into one of the 
things ‘‘ ye did not,’’ 

(3) Remember the responsibility is with 
each individual girl, whether she hears the 
precious ‘‘Come’’ from Jesus, or that awful 
word, ‘* Depart.’’ 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


How does Jesus judge a man’s true value? 
Read Matthew 20 : 1-16, 

How does Jesus judge greatness ? 
Mark Io : 32-45. 

Ilow does Jesus judge a good servant in 
his kingdom? (Luke 19 : 1-27.) 

How does the Judge warn us before the 
final decision is rendered? (1. Matt. 21 : 33- 
46; 2. Matt. 22 : 1-14.) 

Iiow can we know he is a wise Judge, 
rightly dividing the word? (Matt. 22 : 15- 
22.) 

The final separation is made upon what 
basis, and tell the result? (Matt. 25 : 31-46). 
Memorize Matthew 25 : 45 and 18 : 14. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Read 


% 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER asked us to listen while he 

read the lesson to us for a change. 

He read it just like he was speaking a 
piece, and it was fine. 

Iie explained that it was still Tuesday, | 
Jesus and the disciples were on the Mount | 
of Olives, and this was the last sermon Jesus | 
ever preached. 

Then he called for my home study ques- 
tion, about what this lesson refers to. I told | 
him I guessed it was the Judgment Day, and | 
he said that was right. 

Next Skinny Ross had to explain about 
separating the sheep from the goats. ed 


made out how if a shepherd in that country 





There must be some mistake. | 
We never saw Jesus, so how could we do | 
Have the girls note what | 








* 54! 


had some sheep and some goats, too, they’ 
would run together in the pasture all day, 
but when he herded them up at night he 
would sort them out and drive each kind to 
its own part of the yard. 

The lesson picturel was of just such a mixed « 
herd standing along a creek, The goats were 
black and the sheep white, so it would be 
easy enough to sort them out. 

** Why does God let good and bad mingle 
together in this world?’’ teacher asked Fred. 

Fred said he guessed it wasn’t time yet to 
separate them. This wasn’t enough for 
teacher, so he kept on asking questions until 
finally he brought out the idea that you 
couldn’t tell yet whether a man was going 
to turn out a sheep or a goat. He called 
this life a probation and preparation, and 
said God is giving us all a chance to get on 
the right side, 

**Ilow do you boys choose sides for a 
game ?’’ he asked, and we told him how the 
leaders toss up for first choice, whichever one 
gets it picks out who he wants first, then the 
other leader chooses one, and so on, 

‘* If Christ chose that way,’’ said teacher, 
**it would be bad, for some of us might get 
left out. Christ wants everybody on his side. 
He has chosen us all, and those on the right 
hand side at the Judgment Day will be those 
who have heard his call and chosen him in 


‘* What does Christ say will be the test of 
discipleship ?’’ was Bulldog’s question, and 
teacher called for it next. 

‘*Hle seems to make it all depend on 
how you treat folks,’’ answered Bulldog ; 
‘-whether you give them a hand-out now 
and then, or whether you’re an old tight 
wad.”’ 

** And why is that a good test, Carl?’ he 
asked, calling for Carl’s home slip. 

‘' Well, I guess if you have always helped 
people it shows your heart is full of love, and 
that means you have let Christ in,’’ he ex- 
plained. It beats all how that little fellow 
can explain things. 

‘*Charlie, your question naturally comes 
next,’’ said teacher; ‘*Can we be saved by 
doing helpful deeds? ’’ 

* According to what Carl says,’’ answered 
Bumps, ‘it makes a difference why you do 
it. You can’t just help folks so you’}l keep 
out of hell. ‘There’s got to be love back of 
it, I suppose. Leastwise, that’s what the 
quarterly says,’’ he added. 

* You boys are certainly getting the real 
truth of the lesson,’’ declared teacher, ‘: The 
difference between those on the right hand 
and those on the left will be a difference in 
character, and their deeds in this life will be 
taken as the sign of what is in their hearts,’’ 

Ile asked us if we remembered how 
Gideon divided his army that time. We told 
him it was the different way they drank at 
the creek, but he said it was something lack 
of that. The way they drank showed what 
kind of soldiers they were, and this matter 
of helping people was like that, it showed 
whether we really had the spirit of Christ 
in us. 

‘* Do we have to feed every old bum and 
beggar ?’’ asked Bert. 

‘*What doJ you think?’’ says teacher. 
Then we had a regular debate. Bulldog 
thought not. He said most of them were 
lazy loafers and spent their money in the 
saloon, Fred said some of them might be 
honestly in hard luck, but Bumps asked him 
how could you know which was which. Carl 
thought if we helped everybody it would 
break us up, and so it went. 

**Look at verse 40,’’ smiled teacher at 
last. 

We couldn’t see anything there for a 
while ; then Skinny sung out, ‘* My breth- 
ren.’’ 

‘*That’s it,’? answered teacher. ‘Of 
course it’s all right to help any one in need, 
but Christ is speaking especially of Christian 
love for our fellow-disciples: the Christian 
widow struggling to raise a family in the fear 
of God ; a Christian man sick in a hospital 
away from home, and cases like that.’’ 

‘*Now the last question, Bert,’’ he went 
on; ‘* how is helping such people doing it 
to Christ ?”’ 

Bert said he guessed it was because Christ 
loved them so much that he was as pleased 


| to have them helped as if it was done to 


him, like giving something to a little boy 
pleases iis mother more than if it was given 
to her. 

** Yes,’’ answered teacher, ‘and if Christ - 
lives in them, it is really doing it to him.’’ 


1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 513 in 
this issue 








Then he told that story about Sir Launfal 
sharing his last crust with a poor leper in 
the name of Jesus, and suddenly the leper 
changed, until Sir Launfal saw that it was 
Christ himself, Then he heard the Saviour 
Say: 
** Who gives himself with his alms, feeds three, 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me."’ 
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Then teacher talked a while about ways 
we could show love to the poor people in 
our church, and we’re going to do it, too. 

Next week is review. Teacher said we 
would turn it into a game, and for us each to 
bring three questions on anything we had 
studied this quarter, 


West Terre HavuvTe, Inp. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Divine Judgment 


LL three parables of Matthew 25 are 
concerned with judgment in various 
aspects, and after the subjects of the 

‘Ten Virgins and the Talents the present 
section (vs. 31-46) is a natural climax, deal- 
ing with the great future. As already seen, 
chapters 24 and 25 must be kept closely 
united. This lesson is the close o7 the en- 
tire discourse. ‘The references to authori- 
ties are the same as in last week’s lesson. 


Daily Studies 

Monday.—Read verses 31, 32a. The 
coming of the Son of man in his glory fol- 
lows the time of tribulation in chapter 24: 
2i, 22; Mark 13 : 14-20, See also Matthew 
24 : 29, 30; Mark 13 : 24-26. Comparison 
should also be made with Daniel 7 : 13, and 
Matthew 16 : 27, 28.- These events seem to 
usher in the millennium, ‘The picture is of 
a great court of justice. ‘The interpretation 
which makes this passage premillennial is in 
accord with the view of the early Church 
and of many later writers, ‘The two chap- 
ters trace a course from the destruction of 
the temple to the return of the Christ to the 
earth. No millennium is seen in between, 
but, on the contrary, quite opposite condi- 
tions. The association of angels with the 
return of the Christ is also seen in Matthew 
13:41, 49; 24:31; 2 Thessalonians 1: 7. 
The judgment in this section may also be 
illustrated from Joel 3 : 1-18. 

ZTuesday.—Read verses 324, 33. The 
**nations’’ mentioned are clearly the Gen- 
tiles. Scripture divides mankind into two 
races, and the Greek word translated ‘ na- 
tions ’’ is rendered ‘‘ Gentiles’’ in ninety- 
three places in the New Testament (see 
Luke 21 : 24). ‘The important truth of sep- 
aration is parallel with that of the separation 
of the tares from the wheat and the bad fish 
from the good in the two parables of chapter 
13. The words ‘*sheep?’ and ** goats ’’ are 
of course metaphorical, since the chapter 
speaks of separation ‘*as a shepherd divid- 
eth’’ (vy. 32). Care must be taken to dis- 
tinguish this judgment from the final judg- 
ment of Revelation 20 : 11-13, for the two 
passages are quite different, and have very 
little in common. See further below. 

Wednesday.— Read verses 34-36. The 
**Son of man’’ of verse 31 is now described 
as the ‘** King’’; and to those on his right 
hand he awards praise and favor because of 
what they had done by benevolence. Every- 
thing was considered as having been done to 
the King himself. The ‘* Kingdom’ men- 
tioned here is generally regarded as the mil- 
lennial, for the treatment accorded to the 
Lord’s brethren is the reason given for be- 
stowing the reward, The inheritance can- 
not be after the millennium, because hunger, 
thirst, poverty, nakedness, and imprison- 
ment are regarded as features immediately 
preceding the judgment, This has been the 
position of the ** brethren ’’ of Christ, and 
depicts a situation exactly opposite to that of 
a millennium, so that the kingdom at length 
appears. After the millennium will come 
**the end’’ (1 Cor. 15 : 24). The reference 
to the kingdom being ‘‘ prepared ’’ suggests 
the divine action consequent upon the re- 
sults of sin upon the earth, It is a profound 
thought that even before the appearance and 
sin of man the divine purpose foresaw and 
provided for the glorious remedy of redemp- 
tion, with all its effects. 

Thursday.—Read verses 37-40. The sur- 
prise of the righteous is noteworthy, and the 
King explains his meaning by saying that in 
doing what they had done to his drethren 
they were doing it to him. The sheep and 
the goats are thus clearly distinguished from 
a class called by Christ his ‘* brethren.”’ 
The reward is given by reason of the treat- 
ment of these who are named. It would ap- 





pear evident that they are Jews, The thought 
seems to be of tribulation and persecution 
by Gentile followers of the Antichrist, and 
then protection and help by other Gentiles, 
as here acknowledged. Itis interesting that 
one of the most recent critical commenta- 
ries, by Dr. Willoughby C. Allen, says, 
‘*The Gentiles are judged by the standard 
of their conduct to Jewish Christians ’’ (** The 
Gospel According to Matthew,’ p. 265, 
Scribners, $3). If Christ had come to * his 
own,’’ and had been rejected, they in turn 
were cast out, but will one day be restored, 
Wycliffe’s Version has a beautiful rendering 
of the last phrase of verse 35: ‘‘I was har- 
bourless and ye harboured me.’’ It is par- 
ticularly striking to note the astonishment of 
those to whom Christ was speaking. They 
had never seen or heard of Jesus Christ, and 
yet their work was regarded as done to him, 


Friday.—Read verses 41-43. Then comes 
the judgment on those who had not done 
what was right. They had failed in their 
duty, and the result is seen, It is particu- 
larly significant that the kingdom was pre- 
pared for the righteous (v. 34), but the fire 
was prepared, not for the wicked, but for 
**the devil and his angels’’ (v. 41). The 
same striking contrast is seen in Romans 9 : 
22, 23. 
be the lot of any of his human creatures, 
He prepares the kingdom, but if they lose 
that and become subject to ** eternal fire ’’ 
they will find that it was not prepared for 
them. They reach there by their own de- 
liberate wrong-doing. 


Saturday. — Read verses 44-46. Once 
again there is the reminder of work done to 
Christ in doing it to one of his tollowers. 
The principle is that he is so identified with 
his people that what is done to them is done 
to him, Saul was reminded of this in the 
question, ‘* Why persecutest thou me?’’ 
(Acts 22:4, 7, 8.) In verse 46 the word 
‘*eternal’’ requires special study in its ap- 
plication both to ‘* punishment” and ‘¢ life.’’ 
Strictly it means ‘*age-long,’’ and is de- 


scriptive of a particular period without say- | dead. 


ing how long that period is, but the fact that 
itis used in connection with life seems to 
prove beyond all question that here and else- 
where it is capable of being interpreted by 
** everlasting.’’ 

A long list of references in the margin 
opposite this text must be thoroughly studied. 
‘*Lite’’ is one of the great words of the 
Bible, and invariably implies union, and not 
mere existence. There are three kinds of 
life: physical life, the union of body aud 
soul; spiritual life, the union of the soul 
with God ; everlasting life, in the full sense 
of the term, involving the union of the body 
and soul for ever with God. By contrast 
death invariably means separation, and there 
is a threefold death: physical, the separa- 
tion of body and soul; spiritual, the separa- 
tion of the soul from God; everlasting, the 
separation ‘of body and soul for ever from 
God. The word ‘fire’’ is frequently 
found in connection with future punishment 
(Matt. 13 : 42; 2 Thess.j1 : 8, 9). 
symbolical of what fire is in the natural 
world as the most terrible of all agents in its 
effects. 


Sunday.—Read over the whole passage in 
the light of tne Golden Text in order to see 
the vital principles of judgment. 
first point is the sin of omission. In the 
parable of the Ten Virgins the foolish virgins 
were shut out because of what they had failed 
to do. So also in the Talents, the unprofit- 
able servant simply neglected his duty to use 
what had been entrusted to him. So also 


here, the sin, as suggested by the Golden | 


Text, is one of omission. We often fail to 
realize the seriousness and solemnity of fail- 
ing to do our duty. Sins of commission are 
serious, but those of omission are no less so. 


15: 


God never intended punishment to | 





| 





It is | 


In the familiar words of the Confession used 
in the Protestant Episcopal and Anglican 
Churches, ** we have left undone those thipgs 
which we ought to have done,’’ (2) Another 
principle is the association of life, good and 
bad, with Jesus Christ himself. It was not 
simply what they did or did not do, but that 
they did and did not do ‘*unto him.’’ This 
was the great principle and underlying mo- 
tive, even though practically unknown. Life 
becomes much more solemn when it is viewed 
in relation to Christ, and every action be- 
comes invested with profound significance 
and responsibility, as it is contemplated in 
the light of the person and position of our 
Saviour and Judge. 


Questions for Further Study 


1. The Fact of Judgment. Itis important 
to keep in mind the great Bible principle of 
judgment, especially because of the tendency 
to ignore and overlook the reality and awful- 
ness of sin. Amidst present-day confusions 
and perplexities it is essential to remember 
that a day is coming when good and evil will 
be separated, when right will be seen to be 
right and wrong seen to be wrong. It is this 
consciousness of judgment that enables the 
soul to rest trustfully and hopefully amidst 
the various problems that press upon mind 
aud conscience. Whatever lack of distinc- 
tions between righteousness and unrighteous- 
ness there may be at present, there will be 
none hereafter, Judgment will be (1) cer- 
tain, (2) thorough, (3) impartial, (4) surpris- 
ing, (5) permanent. Each of these points 
can be seen in the lesson, and can be sup- 
ported by many other passages in the New 
‘Testament, 

2. The Different Judgments in the New 
Testament, Careful distinction should be 
drawn between the four judgments recorded 
in the New Testament, One is past and the 
other three are still future. (1) The judg- 
ment of sin on the cross (John 12 : 31; 16: 
It). (2) The judgment of believers at Christ’s 
coming (Rom, 14: 10; I Cor, 3 : 13; 2Cor. 
10; Phil. 2 : 16). 
do with sin (John 5 : 24), but with the life 
of believers since their conversion. It will 
be the time of reward, 
the living nations when Christ returns to this 
earth. ‘This is in the present passage, and 
must be carefully distinguished from the judg- 
ments preceding and following. The judg- 
ment of believers will take place when Christ 
comes for his people, but this third judgment 
will take place when (after an interval not indi- 
cated in Scripture) he will return to this earth 
with his people. 
all the unconverted (Rev. 20: 11-13). Acare- 
ful comparison will show the difference be- 
tween this and the foregoing. In Matthew 
25 the judgment is on living nations, people 
who have never died. In Revelation 20 it 
is on those,who have been raised from the 
In Matthew separation is made and 
sentence pronounced before the cause is 


given, the result being due mainly to sins of 


omission, but in the final judgment there is 
a thorough investigation of every deed, 
whether of commission or omission, 
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September 14 to 20 
Mon.— Matt. 25 : 31-46. 
The Judgment of the Nations, 

The sins of nations and individuals are not 
necessarily those which violate justice ; they 
may be the failure to perform good. Re- 
sponsibility requires action in time of need, 
and inaction is sin: ** Inasmuch as ye did it 
not.’’ International confidence and peace 
can never be restored until we are zealous to 


| help rather than to conquer one another. 


| 


(1) The | 





PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray much at this 
time for the nations engaged in the awful 
realities and results of war. Pray that 
terms of peace may speedily be made, and 
that war may not proceed to tts bitter end. 
Pray for rulers and leaders. Pray for all 
tn places of authority and influence, 


Tues.—Rom. 2: 1-16. Basis of Divine Judgment. 
The truth of this argument of Paul to the 
Romans should receive constant emphasis. 
Doing his will is the actual fact of Chris- 
tianity. It is not enough to hear; we must 
do. God ‘will render to every man ac- 
cording to his works,’’ but the work of God 
is impossible without a living, loving faith. 


This has nothing to | 


(3) The judgment of 


(4) The final judgment of 


SEPTEMBER 5, 1914 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the sail- 
ors on the sea, and especially for the sailor- 
boys who are now upon the ships of war of 
the hostile nations. Pray for the soldiers 
on the battlefields, and in the hospitals, and 
awaiting orders in hostile armies, Pray 
Sor the suffering and dying, for their widows 
and fatherless children, 


Wed.—John 5: 19-29, Judgment by the Son, 

What a precious and matchless verse and 
statement the twenty-fourth is: ‘* Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my 
word, and believeth him that sent me, ath 
eternal life.’’ We are the actual inheritors 
and possessors of present eternal life by our 
belief in him, and are now living in him. 
Surely we may say with Paul, ‘*To me to 
live is Christ.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Give proper thought 
to the need of the home circle, and to the 
especial requisites of life for the very day 
before us. Ask Christ to give us diligence, 
cheerfulness, fidelity, faithfulness. Ask for 
immediate victory over temptation, and for 
power to turn the thoughts to good whenever 
evil thoughts arise. 


Thurs.—2 Cor. 5: 1-10. 
Awaiting Judgment with Courage. 

Only the wrongdoer is fearful of the judg- 
ment day. If we are ambitious (and this is 
the meaning of the words *‘ make it our aim ”’ 
in the ninth verse), ‘*to be well pleasing 
unto him,’’ we will never be fearful, but 
always expectant of his coming again to 
claim hisown, A letter from a friend has 
this sentence: ‘* What if this awful war may 
really mean that our Lord is coming speed- 
ily,’? and then adds, ** What a joy to really 
meet him,’’ ‘ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the great and sure promises of his Word, 
Jor faith to believe in them and rely upon 
j them. Pray for faithfulness in reading 
|and applying his Word. Pray that each 
| member of the home circle may feel his need 
of closer relation to Christ, and may form 
and sustain the habitof datly Bible reading 
and constant prayer. 





Fri,— Matt. 13 : 36-43. 
Separating Good from Bad. 

The good and the bad of the parable are 
people, not deeds. Good people and bad 
people. Those that ‘‘cause stumbling ’’ 
and ‘*them that do iniquity’’ are classed 
together, How often the one who causes 
stumbling by his example excuses himself on 
the ground that it is another’s responsibility 
if he sins by following a wrong example ! 
But this was not Christ’s estimate, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to take 
from us all evil thoughts concerning others. 
Ask him to help us see good in others, and 
tell that good to others. Ask for wisdom 
to discern the good, and for grace to tell it 
to others. Ask for the gift of silence when 
we would repeat that which might harm 
another, 


Sat.—1 Pet. 4: 7-19. 
judg ment of God’s Household. 

Peter grew into a remarkable character in 
the early church. The man of impetuous, 
restless, outspoken temperament learned to 
talk of soberness and soundness and poise. 
He grew also to share the loving, sympa- 
thetic nature of his companion John. ‘*Above 
all things being fervent in your love among 
yourselves,’’ he admonishes. What a great, 
noble soul God made this man of powerful 
personality, : 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Read the Psalms 
as a preparation for public and audible 
prayer. Take the Eighty-ninth as an ex- 
ample, **I will sing of the lovingkindness 
of Jehovah forever: With my mouth will I 
make known thy faithfulness toall genera 
tions.’”? The Psalms are the great prayer 
and praise book of all time, They will help 
us pray in our homes. 


Sun.—Rev. 20: 4-15. Opening the Books. 

**Not found written in the book of life.’’ 
What an awful reality! John had just writ- 
ten, ‘*I saw the dead, the great and small, 
standing before the throne.’”’? The faith of 
| the soul in Jesus Christ and trust in him en- 
| rolls our names in the Lamb’s Book of life. 


| PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for greater 
| anticipation of eternal joysand heaven. Ask 
that the eternal world may seem more real 
and actual to us, Pray for more definite 
consciousness and confidence of and in the 
unseen world. Pray for the “joy unspeak- 
| able and full of glory”’ that the daily life 
may be transformed and ever be joyful. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 20 (Matt. 25 : 31-46) 








[ Children at Home 


Bird-Nesting for Boys and Girls 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ANY years ago, when I was young, 
birds-nesting meant robbing poor, 
crying, fluttering birds of their eggs, 

and breaking up scores of little homes, It 
was fun hunting for the nests and getting 
out into the woods and fields and swamps, 
and learning how to shin up high trees at the 
risk of life and trousers and to do dangerous, 
tight-rope performances along more or less 
strong limbs. Even, however, in those un- 
thinking days, the taking of the eggs seemed 
a cruel business, Four of us used to hunt 
together. 1 remember once that while scout- 
ing through an orchard, oneof us spied some 
straws sticking out of a hole in an apple-tree. 
That meant a nest. Sure enough, we found 
that a pair of house-wrens had built there 
and one was sitting near at hand on the 
limb of another tree and singing its gurgling, 
bubbling, joyous little song, ‘The hole was 
too small for me to get my hand in, and I 
had to pull the whole nest out piece by piece 
in order to secure the eggs for our collections, 
When I climbed down, both wrens flew 
trustingly into the hole and stayed there for 
amoment. Then they came out and perched 
side by side on the tree—and sang no more, 

Another day we found a warbling vireo’s 
nest in the top of a great buttonwood tree. 
There it hung like a fairy basket with its 
four jewelled eggs. I was selected to climb 
up the bare, slippery, white trunk and work 
my way out towards the limb, There was 
no possibility of getting the eggs without 
taking the nest. Accordingly, I wriggled as 
far out on a neighboring limb as possible and, 
swinging back and forth, finally caught the 
limb on which the nest was fastened, Bend. 
ing this and pulling it slowly to me inch by 
inch, I finally reached a part small enough 
to be cut through with my jack-knife. The 
four eggs were safely banked in my mouth, 
the nest dropped down to the crowd, and I 
climbed carefully back, using the utmost 
care not to bite the eggs. During all the 
time that I had spent in securing the nest, 





Sister’s Trick 
But it All Came Out Right 


How asister played atrick that brought 
rosy health to a coffee fiend is an inter- 
esting tale: 

‘*I was a coffee fiend—a trembling, 
nervous, physical wreck, yet clinging to 
the poison that stole away my strength. 
I mocked at Postum and would have 
none of it. 

‘‘One day my sister substituted a 
cup of piping hot Postum for my morn- 
ing cup of coffee, but did not tell me 
what it was. I noticed the richness of 
it and remarked that the ‘ coffee’ tasted 
fine, but my sister did not tell me I 
was drinking Postum, for fear I might 
not take any more. 

‘*She kept the secret and kept giving 
me Postum instead of coffee until I grew 
stronger, more tireless, got a better color 
in my sallow cheeks and a clearness to 
my eyes; then she told me of the health- 
giving, nerve-strengthening life-saver 
she had giyen me in place of my morn- 
ing coffee. . 

‘* From that time I became a disciple 
of Postum, and no words can do justice 
in telling the good this cereal drink did 
me. I will not try to tell it, for only 
after having used it can one be con- 
vinced of its merits.” 

Ten days’ trial shows Postum’s power 
to rebuild what coffee has destroyed. 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 
15¢ and 25¢ packages. 

Instant Postum—is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water and, with cream and 
sugar, makes a delicious beverage in- 
Stantly. 30c and soc tins. 

The cost per cup of both kinds is 
about the same. 

‘*There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 





the parent-birds had been flying frantically 
around, coming as closely as they dared, but 
after the nest was gone, they both perched 
on neighboring limbs and kept up a mourn- 
ful little crying note which I was a long 
time in forgetting. Even now I remember 
those wrens and vireos, and I wish that I 
didn’t. 

Nowadays boys are better than they used 
to be. They have found that the fun of 
birds-nesting is in hunting and finding the 
nests and becoming friends with their owners, 
and learning all about their names and habits 
and homes. These boys soon learn that it 
is not only cruel to break up a nest, but it is 
unscientific, because by so doing one loses 
all chance of learning new facts about the 
birds. Moreover it is bad business, because 
every bird is worth a little over a dollar a 
month to the farmers by reason of the insects 
which it kills. Watch 2 cuckoo, for example, 
either the black-billed or the yellow-billed, 
go through the web-like nest of the tent- 
caterpillar which are such a pest to our 
apple-trees. I have seen a single bird pull 
out and eat at one time no less than twenty- 
two worms, which would have eaten their 
weight in foliage in a very few days. The 
purple martins keep down the mosquitoes, 
the woodpeckers dig out many a deep-boring 
grub and are the best tree-surgeons we have, 
and even the little warblers pick out a 
myriad of tiny larva from bark and bud and 
leaf which would do much to shorten the 
lives of our trees if left undisturbed, 


HE boy who wishes to begin birds-nesting 
aright must start with snow still on the 
ground, As early as January, the great- 

horned owl begins her nest, often making use 
of an old crow’snest. Sometimes she builds 
it herself out of sticks in the crotch of a high 
tree in the deep woods, Her two dull, 
round, white eggs have been found in early 
February. The shore-lark is another bird 
which is not afraid of snow, There are 
several cases where the nesting lark has been 
found keeping her eggs warm in the very 
middle of a snowdrift. The earliest nests 
which I have found myself, however, have 
been in March. Two years ago on the last 
day of March,I noticed on a branch ofa 
spruce-tree a little platform of sticks.. As I 
was looking at it, there came a whistling 
sound through the air, and up came a mourn- 
ing dove, which can always be told by the 
loud whistle made by her wings and the 
mournful double coo-coo which is her usual 
note, I climbed up to the nest and found 
two white eggs lying on such a flat platform 
of sticks that I did not see how they were 
kept from rolling off. 

Another year in March I found ina swamp 
at the foot of an alder-bush the big green 
moss nest of the Carolina Wren, the largest 
of all the five wrens. It was made entirely 
of moss, with a little hole at the side leading 
into the warm, feather-lined depths where 
lay the five reddish-speckled eggs. Another 
early nest, also made of green moss, is that 
of the pheebe. This bird comes back to 
Philadelphia about March 16, and I have 
found the nest early in April, usually in an 
old spring-house or under a bridge. 


NCE early in April I remember explor- 
ing a blacksnake den, when, right in 
front of me gn a little ledge of rock, 

I recognized gray phcebe with her bobbing 
tail, and the next minute saw her nest, 
just finished. The mud was still wet, and 
the moss soft and green, and it held one 
white egg that had only just been laid. On 
my way home that day I saw a big blue and 
white kingfisher dashing up and down a 
stream, and sounding his note like a watch- 
man’s rattle, Close by the creek was a 
high, sandy bank, and, even as I watched 
him, he disappeared in a deep hole in the 
sand. This led to the nest, made of a few 
sticks or a little straw mixed with feathers, 
Once when I was at school a friend of 
mine, who was a great collector of eggs, 
told me mysteriously that he knew where a 
pair of kingfishers had their nest. IfI would 
help him dig it out I could have one of the 
eggs for my collection. He took me to a 
deserted quarry, and showed me the great 
round hole ina bank, I found then that I 
had been elected to the position of holding 
him on my shoulders while he dug labori- 
ously with a trowel. As the sand trickled 
into my ears and down my neck I decided 
that I had the worst of the bargain. After 
he had gone into the bank about a yard he 
rolled up his sleeve and reached in as far as 
possible to tee whether the nest contained 
any eggs. It did. It also contained one 
mother kingfisher, who did her best to swal- 
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Sca' 


Literary Scavengers 
pestilence and spiritual disease, 


The Combined Forces of Decency 
Make This Appeal, as Laymen, for the 
United Effort of Press and Pulpit, 
Everywhere. 


Greeting: Respoctaniitey and decency 
in the light of divine truth are synony- 
mous; but when measured by our modern 
standards they are vastly different 


What is the difference? When is one 
respectable and not decent? When is 
one decent and not respectable? Can 
one be decent and respectable? Can 
one be respectable and decent? 


You should answer these questions 
seriously and drive your answers with 
force straight to the hearts of all lovers 
of home and purity within the scope 
of your influence, 


Read ‘*‘The Eyes of the World’’— 
published August 8th—and you will 
realize the need of your effort. 


Harold Bell Wright has told this de- 
lightful romance so convincingly and has 
so clearly defined the underlying purpose 
of the story that it is stamped with the 
truthfulness of a chapter out of real life. 
The theme “‘the calaineey of art and 
letters”’ is most opportune for te cause 
of more wholesome books, 


The fight for decency in literature will 
triumph only through an aroused public 
conscience. Human law does not pro- 
hibit scavenger books nor does it provide 
adequate punishment for authors and 
publishers that count greatest in art that 
which in story and picture and music 
and play most effectively arouses the 
basest passions of which the human 
being is capable. 


Murder has no place in the inventory 
of crime of Scavenger Publishers and 
Literary Scavengers. To destroy innc- 
cence, to kill virtue, to murder a soul, 
these are commonplaces in their in- 
sane philosophy. 

They are not educated to the thought 
of taking a life—they are trained to con- 
sider its perversion. The heroes in their 
fiction do not kill men—they betray 
women, The heroines in their stories do 
not desire the death of their betrayers— 
they love them, and desert their hus- 
bands for them, 








Copyright 1914 by E. W. REYNOLDS 


The Scavenger Curse 


You Can’t Step it, Mr. Clergyman! Can You? Neither 
Can You, Mr. Editor! Think You Can? 
venger Books are tablets of infamy on the highway of life; they pervert mirds 
and morals, and bring, ultimately, race degeneracy. 
for the rewards of crooked, distorted fame breed moral 


Scavenger Publishers prostitute capital and business for dollars to be envied by 
the dollarless; sear consciences, betray the home and outrage womanhood. 


We are spending $100,000 'in this 
campaign because the issue is above 
commercialism. It is a ministry—a part 
of our endeavor to make a life ministry 
of publishing. 


Man never fought a harder fight or 
fought with better equipment than the 
fight we are making coulast the foes 
of decency with “The Eyes of the 


When we an last March taking 
pages in the Magazines, Scaven- 
er Books, Scavenger Publishers and 
iterary Scavengers were playing to 
the gallery with the parquet holding its 
breath, “Now the parquet is in right- 
eous indignation and the gallery is 
slinking away in disgust. 


The time is opportune for dealing 
a deadly blow to unclean literature. 


We have the unanimous support of the 
bookseller, everywhere. Give us also 
the support of the press and pulpit, ard 
decency will triumph over filth and 
vulgarity, lust and sensuality, vice and 
crime in literature and art and music 
and drama. 


To the youth and manhood 
strength of the nation is due the 
combined and simultaneous effort of 
every lover of the race. 


Harold Bell Wright’s books are the 
germ of a new order of fiction. ‘‘That 
Printer of Udell’s,’? ‘*The Shepherd 
of the Hills,’’ ‘‘The Calling of Dan 
Matthews,’’ ‘‘The Winning of Barbara 
Worth’? and ‘‘Their Yesterdays’’ are 
an inheritance for the boys and girls of 
today who are the men and women of 
tomorrow. 


“The Eyes of the World” is a rip- 
ping romance of 464 pages of whole- 
some action, plot, counterplot,mystery 
and love, sweet sentiment and strong 
passions. One Half Million copies were 
sold before publication—August 8th. 


Publishers, The Book Supply Com- 
any, 231-233 West Monroe St., Chicago. 
llustrations from Oil Paintings by F. 
Graham Cootes. 12mo Cloth, $1.35 Net. 











Men and women who desire to unite studies 


A SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE, OF CULTURE, OF 
PREACHING, OF MISSIONS, OF PRAYER AND OF 
METHODS. 

of high grade, under the influence of distinguished leaders, 


with the most earnest religious spirit are cordially and freely 


welcome’ Interdenominational. 


Address Dean Nathan R. Wood, The Gordon School, Boston, Mass. 





low two of my friend’s fingers. As Mrs. 
Kingfisher is armed with an especially sharp- 
notched beak for the purpose of catching 
fish, my friend was much impressed by her 
way of shaking hands, and jumped up and 
down on me with such enthusiasm that I 
finally rolled out from underneath him, 
leaving him hanging to the side of the sand- 
bank kicking frantically, while the king- 
fisher nibbled away at his hand. We finally 
succeeded in pulling her out, and afterward 
six white eggs. We kept her awhile in a | 
cage, but as she refused to eat canned sar- | 
dines, which was the only fish we could find, 
we finally let her go. 

Among the rarest of the nests is the lichen- 
covered nest of the humming-bird, lined 
with down which looks exactly like a knot 
on the limb of a tree. The boy who finds 
this can remember it all his life. The wood- 
pewee, that little gray flycatcher with white 
wing-bars that calls ‘‘pe-wee’’ in loud, 
mournful notes all summer long, also builds 
a nest like that of the humming-bird, only 
much larger, and containing four white eggs 
instead of two. 

Sometimes from a pasture a great bird will 








flap up showing broad white wing-bars, and 
leaving behind two gray mottled eggs on a 
bare rock, This is the nest of the night- 
hawk, that strange bird which flies at twi- 
light and makes a booming noise with its 
wings which sounds like the noise that bad 
boys make when they throw stones or sticks 
against telephone wires. Another nest that 
I was always glad to find was the great- 
crested flycatcher’s nest, the largest of the 
flycatchers, which has a yellow breast and a 
loud, shrieking voice. ‘This bird builds in 
holes, often in apple-trees, and its eggs are so 
heavily streaked with chocolate - colored 
marks that hardly any white shows. Mr, 
Flycatcher has a mascot, and it is always a 
dried snake’s skin. He firmly believes that 
his nest will have no luck until that is woven 
in. I have often wondered where these 
birds ever discovered the shed skins of 
snakes, for they are not at all common. 
Once I found a nest where the owner used 
an onion-peel as being the nearest approach © 
to the snake-skin, but in every other one I 
always found the genuine article. 

These are some of the rarer nests, but the 
commoner ones are just as_ interesting. 
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There is the catbird, which always makes 
its nest lined with little tiny roots and with 
grape-vine bark on the outside, and lays four 
eggs of a beautiful greenish blue. There is 
the little horsehair nest of the chipping spar- 
row with four sky-blue eggs spotted at one 
end, the favorite victim of the lazy-bird or 
cowbird, which always lays its <gg in an- 
other bird’s nest. Out of four chipping- 
sparrows’ nests on my place one season, two 
of them had the large gray-spotted egg of 
the cowbird and one had two of them. This 
would have meant that the cowbird would 
hatch out first, and at last throw out all of 
its little foster-brothers and sisters. I saved 
the lives of the future chippies by taking out 
the cowbird’s egg. 

Every boy should take up birds-nesting. 
From March to September there are nests to 
be found, and new bird-friends to be made. 
From September to March is the time to 
make a collection of the deserted nests, the 
only time when they should be taken. It is 
one of the best out-of-door sports for both 
boys and girls, Its rules are simple, and its 
prizes of knowledge, interest, and friend- 
ships are well worth while, 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


What is the first curse in the Bible ? 

To whom were the words ‘‘dust thou 
art and unto dust shalt thou return ”’ 
addressed ? 

What tree cost Adam Eden, and what 
tree cost him his life ? 

49. What is the first weapon mentioned in 

the Bible ? 

50. Who was the first shepherd and who the 

first farmer ? 


46. 
47- 


48. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

41. David. His first battle was with Golli- 
ath, his last with Ishbi-benob, from 
whom he was rescued by Abishai (1 
Sam. 17 : 48, 51; 2 Sam. 21 : 16, 17). 

42. Aaron (Num. 16 : 47, 48). 

43. The rod of Aaron (Num. 17 : 8). 

44. The children of Israel after they had 
worshiped the golden calf (Exod, 32 : 


20). 
45. The cherubim who guarded Eden (Gen- 





PHILADELPHIA, 


esis 3 : 24). 





[ Sparks from the 


L 


Anvils at Chicago 


Some of the glowing truths and facts that came from speakers at the 
International Sunday School Convention held last June in Chicago 





Education is religious or it is devilish. 
The worst devil is the educated devil.— 7he 
Rev. £. W. Halpenny. 


‘The mother is through the door in a trice 
when she hears the cry of a child of hers in 
the next room. But God doesn’t have to 
pass from one room to another: he is there 
all the time, ready to heal and restore.— Dr. 
. B. Meyer. 


**Tt won’t do to try to make the world 
righteous first, and Christian afterward.’’— 
Bishop C. P. Anderson, 


‘*I’m talking about the des¢ white people, 
you know, fr they’re not afraid of coming 
in contact with the black race.’’—Booker 7. 
Washington. 


Two things you need: the breath of God 
in you, and then the hand of Jesus on the 
keyboard of your life.—Dr. # B. Meyer. 


The Puritans did not dream that there 
could be such a thing as education without 
religion. —Dr. Franklin McElfresh. 


A man’s idea of what man ought to be 
depends upon his idea of what God is,— 
Bishop C: P. Anderson, D.D. 


Dr. F. B. Meyer pointed out that the 
kenosis, or self-emptying of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at the time of his incarnation, was 
‘like keeping my right hand, by a voluntary 
act of my will, behind my back, doing all 
my work with my left hand. Thus Christ 
voluntarily gave up, put behind him, certain 
of his divine attributes and powers when he 
became man.”’ 


There is a moral renascence in the busi- 
ness’ world, Fred B, Smith of New York 
told of a man who cursed the church, but 
who said to an audience of men, *‘ Remem- 
ber, gentlemen, business has got to be con- 
ducted according to the principles of Jesus 
Christ, or you’re going to get into trouble.’’ 


** Christian’? has the word ** Christ ’’ in it ; 
and we are Christians because we have Christ 
in us.—Dr, F. B. Meyer. 


‘¢Some one has said that he did not see 
any one anywhere around the globe who 
could wait until the next generation for the 
gospel.’’— liam A, Brown, D.D, 


**In the secularizing of our education, 
we have been teaching a generation to mas- 
ter the forces of nature without teaching 
them how to master themselves,’’—Zdgar 
Blake, D.D. 


People sometimes think we can only have 
the Holy Ghost as a hurricane. Nay: we 
can have him as a breath.—Dr. F. B. Alever. 


‘** 302 of 384 boys who have come into cer- | 


tain Sunday-schools within the last ten years 
have dropped out,—like fine sand going 
through a coarse sieve.’’—/red B. Smith. 


I haven’t much sympathy with this cry 
against dogma, .. . Some one has said that 
what we need is to teach doctrine practi- 
cally, and to practise doctrines. —Bishop C, 
P. Anderson, D.D. 


It always seems to me impertinent to pray 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit. I would 
just as soon pray for another nativity. The 
Holy Spirit is already here; and it is in pro- 
portion as we believe that he can work 
through us.—Dr. F. B. Meyer. 


‘* Numbering about one-tenth of the total 
population [of the United States], the negro 
race has about one-sixth of the Sunday- 
schools.”’ Booker 7. Washington: 


You go to your summer resort, and in your 
home there you leave the doors and windows 
open all the time; you say you want the 
fresh air and sunlight to come in freely. 
Men and women, that’s what we want to do 
with our Lord: keep the doors of our life 
wide open to him all the time, that we may 
breathe in through our life the freshness and 
sweetness of the air and sunlight of his pres- 
ence.—Dr. F. B. Meyer. 


‘*The Church stands for a social service 
which is a supplement ¢o the preaching of the 
Cross, and not a substitute for the preaching 
of the Cross.”"—Dr. John Timothy Stone. 


As Eve was taken from the side of Adam 
| while Adam slept, so the church was born 
from the side of Christ [the second Adam] 
while he lay in the grave. —Dr, #. B. Meyer. 


**Oh, Mr. Brown, you’re not talking with 
my daughter about going to the foreign 
field?’’ said a Christiam woman to the Mis- 
sionary Superintendent of the International 
Sunday School Association. ‘* Yes,’’ he an- 
swered, he had been talking over the matter 
with the daughter. ‘*Oh, I never could let 
my daughter go to the mission field.’”? And 
for twenty years this Christian mother had 
been a member of the Candidate Committee 
of a Woman’s Missionary Society, approving 
the sending of ofker mothers’ daughters to 
the field. 


The first great act of the Holy Spirit is to 
relate a human spirit to the divine Christ.— 
Dr. F. B. Meyer. 


‘*Be natural,’’ said Mr. R. A. Waite, 
Secretary of Religious Work for Boys in the 
International Committee of the Y.M.C.A. in 
speaking on working with boys. And he 
told of having urged upon a colored audience 
one time the same advice, and that after he 
had spoken a colored brother followed him, 
and, commenting on the address, urged his 
hearers to remember what Mr. Waite had 
; said, ‘*If you don’t remember anything 
| else,’’ he said, ‘* remember that he said, ‘ Be 
natural.’ "Cause colored folks, when they 
get religion, ain’t always natural. Be what 

you is, and not what you ain’t; because if 
| you ain’t what you is, you is what you ain’t.’’ 














The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 20, 1914. 
Share Your Blessings (Heb. 13 : 16-21). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Temporal blessings (Gen. 13 : 1-4, 
14-18). 
‘TurEs.—An old rule (Deut. 15 : 12-15). 
WED.—Share with enemies (Rom. 12: 17- 


2t). 

THURS.—Share with the widow (1 Kings 
17 : 8-16). 

FRI.—Share with friends (1 ‘Tim. 6: 17-21). 

SaT.—Share with strangers (Matt. 25 : 31- 
40). 











What blessings have we to share ? 
In what blessings of others have we shared ? 


What is the blessing of sharing our bless- 
ings? 


HE New Testament is full of good, 
homely counsel, It is easy to over- 
look it and to spend all our time on 

the great doctrines which were meant to be 
the tree on which obedience to these homely 
practical counsels should grow. Of all these 
bits of common-life, everyday advice none is 
more comprehensive or fruitful than Paul’s 
word, ‘*‘to do good and to communicate for- 
get not.’’ To communicate means to share. 
We are to share what we have with others, 


% 


In the early church this was the principle 
that controlled the lives of the disciples. At 
the very beginning they shared all their pos- 
sessions, putting them into a common fund, 
of which the apostles had charge, from which 
the needs of each member of the community 
were supplied. There was no rule about it. 
If any one did not wish to do this, or if he 
wished to put in only part of his property, 
he was free to do what he pleased. But 
such was the glow of the community’s love 
that each was eager to share whatever he 
had with his brethren. 

Of course such a practise opened the way 
to abuses. Some who joined the community 
were ready enough to live on the contribu- 
tions of the others, but gave nothing them- 
selves, so that Paul advised that those 
who would not work should not eat at the 
expense of the community. But the idea 
was still the same as at the beginning. 


was to receive according to his need, 
% 
This is the very essence of the Christian 


world, We are to care for the needy, the 
poor, the widow, the heavy hearted, the men 
and women and children of every kind whom 
we can help, just as we would care for Christ 
if we were to find him in such a plight, for 
he is in such a plight whenever people suffer 
or are in want, And by the same principle 
we are to share the gospel, which is our 
greatest treasure with all the world. Foreign 
missions are just the sharing of Christ with 
the people who are as much entitled to him 
as we are and who can receive him only 
from us. 


% 


We do not need to be rich in money in 
order to be able to share with others. We 
can share our contentment with what we 
have, our love, our peace of heart, our joy 
in Christ and life, our knowledge of common 
things, our strength, our patience, a good 
book, a discovery of a new truth, 


b 4 


‘¢Give and it shall be given unto you,’’ 
said our Lord. ‘* Keep and it shall be kept 
from you,’’ says the world. 


Whoever shares with men, shares also with 
God. ‘*Who gives himself with his alms 





feeds three—himself, his hungry neighbor, 
|; and me.’ 


There is a share in God for every man. 
If any man does not have his share it is his 
own or some other man’s fault. 


There is a sharing of justice and a sharing 
of love. We must not ask God for the 
| second only and offer our neighbor only the 
first. 


All | 
were to give according to their ability. Each | 





spirit, to share what we have with the whole | 
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Enough copies of any ome tssue of the er to 
enable all int teac wade school to MA , weite 
be sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Tims Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphia, Pa. 


MILLION 





have rallied in answer to the 
Call of War. Millions more 
SHOULD 


ANSWER THE RALLY DAY CALL. 


Secure great resuits and encourage loyalty by usin 

our Invitations, Souvenirs, Promotion material an 

new, helpful specialties aa 

25 cents worth sent for 10 cents, comprising full 
sample set of Invitations, Souvenirs, etc, an 

our Rally Day Catalog. 

THE PRACTICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES CO 

14 West Washington Street, Dept A, Chicago Ill 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise. of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others. 


386 P. , Paeeeers Suusey- 


Quantity price. 30cents. Send for a sample copy 
The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


YOU CAN AFFORD a 


Familiar Songs of the Gospel, 

just out). Round or Shape notes $3.00 per hundred; 
samples, 5 cents each. 83 songs, words and music 
E. A. K. HACKETT, FORT WAYNE. INDIANA. 


Scientific hods with “* 
Har tford poe gg eo totaly 


and library 


Theological 


fellowships, both 
foreign and resident Open 
to all college graduates. Seminary 
Associated with 
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy 
‘Training Sunday School and other lay workers 
Kennedy School of Missions 
fitting for foreign service. 
Address Dean M.W. JACOBUS, Hartford,Ct 

















Graduate 
















Ball-cup Nipple FREE 


Mothers, send us this advertisement 
and your address on a postcard, with 
druggist’s name, and we will mail youa 
Saltau Nipple totry. Fits any small- 
neck bottle Only nipple with open food- 
cup and protected orifice at bottom—will 
not collapse, feeds regularly Outlasts 
ordinary nipples. Only one toa family . 
State baby’s age, kind and quantity of food, Half Section 
Hygeia Nursiag Bottle Co., 1380 Main St., Buffalo, N.Y. 


SHAW FURNITURE CO. 











SUCCESSORS TO 
A. B.& E. L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 
Church Chairs, Pulpits, 
Communion Tables, 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
50 SECOND STREET 
EAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


Catalogue on request. 








SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the scri, 


cune ELE S *. 


Peal McSuane eu Fosnonr Co.. Bsitimone, Mo., U.S.2. 


name of 





























